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Show by a good life that your works are done by gentleness born of 

wisdom  James 3:13  

Home learning and returning to school 
It has been lovely to welcome back more 
pupils this week from Year 1.  Miss Melga 
was absolutely  delighted to spend time with 
them.  Next week more Year 1, Year 6 and           
Reception pupils return and I know they will 
have a  wonderful welcome from staff. It is 
my intention that as soon as I have clear-
ance and guidance from the government 
and have fully assessed risks, to invite other 
classes back for at least a few days before 
the end of this term for those who wish 
them to do so.  But at the moment it is not a 
decision I am yet able to make.  I know that the split between those who are returning and 
those who are not has been difficult and I’ve heard how many pupils feel this is unfair.  Please 
reiterate to your child that we do want them back at school, but we are all having to be really      
patient at the moment.  I understand that this is also hard for you as parents, I have asked Mr 
Standing to reflect on his experiences in having a Primary aged child at home and he kindly 
wrote the following. 
 
Over the past three months I have had many conversations with parents about the difficulty of 
home schooling, being able to motivate their children to complete schoolwork and feeling     
frustrated at not understanding some of the methods used in school which are unfamiliar to the 
way they were taught at school. On every occasion I have tried to reassure them that this is 
totally normal and there is no way everything will go as planned or as serenely and               
productively as you will have imagined the evening before. I have been teaching for nearly 20 
years now, having taught in a range of settings and to a variety of students. Whether it has 
been classes of grown adults learning English in London; teenagers in Colombia; North       
London secondary school pupils; or our very own SMMA primary children, none of these    
teaching experiences have been as difficult as having to teach my 8 year old son, on his own, 
at home, over the past few months! The dynamic is totally different between a child and parent 
than it is between child and teacher: the relationship is different; the setting is different;         
expectations are different;    resources are different; and most significantly, the  emotions are 
different. The best  advice I can give is do what seems to work best for you and your child. The 
teachers are trying to make sure you have enough resources, structure, content and ideas so 
that you have an understanding of what would be going on in school if they were here, and 
some of you will find that your children are happy to follow that diligently and will want to      
complete tasks as the teacher sets them, but some children will focus on some things more 
than others, or spend short amounts of time on something before getting distracted, or only   
focusing on online-based tasks or vice-versa. I don't have the answer as to how to make it 
work best, and I have failed frequently and regularly with my son during this time (my patience 
is significantly shorter with him, than it is with 30 other people's children!), but try and build a 
consistency and structure that works for you and your child, and include them in that process.  
 
Please remember to be kind to yourselves as parents and carers.  The children will have learnt 
so many new things from being with you.  We will ensure that when schools are running fully 
again that any gaps are made up by shifting our curriculum.  This will be the same for all pupils 
in the country and I know that educators will come together to work out how we can do this.  
We are here to help and to serve our community, so please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Ms Luzmore 

http://www.smmacademy.org


Google Meets 
After parental requests, we began in the last two weeks to provide daily live assemblies at 
10.45am and class teachers (for year groups not in school) are organising  ‘meet ups’ in Google 
Classroom.  We have had great feedback on these from a wellbeing perspective about staying in 
touch and we have really liked the feeling of community—the supportiveness of the pupils when 
my laptop failed in the middle of assembly was brilliant.    Unfortunately though, we have a report 
that some pupils have not been following school values and rules in using online platforms and 
have taken advantage of using screenshots.  We will always follow up cases of online behaviour 
inline with our behaviour policy.  As a school, we always have to weigh up risk vs benefit of 
online live learning, and after long consideration and debate felt that the Google Meets was 
worth the risk to keep connection going.  We absolutely do not want to have to remove these as 
a provision, but if we have behaviour which causes distress or safeguarding issues we will which 
we know will be detrimental to the vast majority  I know many younger pupils will be supervised 
and monitored in the use of their devices, but I also know many of you cannot be there all the 
time for older more independent children and nor would it be realistic to expect you to do so.  
Now, with the increased use of digital devices is an excellent time to have open and frank       
discussions about the digital footprint of your child.  In assembly today I spoke about how we 
should behave online using the T.H.I.N.K. approach 
T—is what we share true? 
H—is what we share helpful to a situation?  
I—does what we share inspire or improve? 
N—is it necessary information? 
K—is it kind? 
Children spoke about how there is lots of trust needed when we 
work online with one another.  We want to trust others to be kind 
and thoughtful in all their actions.  Please reiterate to your child 
that they must never use images of others without their explicit 
consent.  It is a breach of privacy and can lead to serious conse-
quences.  Please check that the platforms your child is using are 
age appropriate and staff will support you in delivering the same 
message at school.  This link takes you to a number of really 
great resources compiled by the Islington lead for IT to support 
you in those conversations. 

https://wakelet.com/wake/7199ed62-0c1e-4465-ab79-f79957132234   

Lunch menu 

available to 

all children 

attending 

next week. 

 

 

Virtual 2km event to raise funds for SMMA  
Next week, the PTSA will be launching a brand new event - 
Run SMMA Run!  To be held over the weekend of 27/28 
June, we are asking all the children to get sponsorship to 
run, walk, hop or skip 2km to get everyone moving and help 
us raise funds for education enrichment.  Full details,        
including how to register and how to get sponsors, will be on 
Google Classrooms next week, so watch out for details, and 
get training! 

https://wakelet.com/wake/7199ed62-0c1e-4465-ab79-f79957132234

