
“Show by a good 

life that your 

works are 

done by   

gentleness born 

of wisdom.”  

James 3:13 

Please contact the 
school to arrange a 
tour. 

tel: 0207 502 4722 

email: dedmead 
@smmacademy.org 

Welcome 
St Mary Magdalene Academy is a vibrant Church of England sponsored 
school. At its heart is a clear focus on academic achievement together 
with a commitment to developing globally-minded citizens who are 
confident and successful.  

Our school motto 

Our motto, taken from James 3:13, succinctly captures our aspirations 
and our focus on  developing a set of values which will allow our young 
people to grow into model, contributory citizens in our local, national 
and global community. The core values of compassion, integrity, trust, 
resilience,  thankfulness and forgiveness clearly come from our      
Christian foundation, but are appropriate to a life lived well in any  
community.  

Our aims 
We have high aspirations for all pupils at our school. Our governors, 
staff, families and pupils all strive towards our core purpose: ensuring 
our pupils are happy and successful.   We aim for them to attain the 
highest standards across the curriculum, leaving primary school with 
both strong attainment and progress from their starting points. We  
believe the best way to do this is through a broad and exciting           
curriculum delivered through excellent teaching.   Alongside this is our 
commitment to supporting each pupil to grow as confident individuals 
through pastoral support in a warm and inclusive community. 
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Primary School Prospectus 

All staff and pupils are proud to attend and work at our school and we are delighted to welcome        
visitors.  Please do arrange a visit to see our friendly and purposeful atmosphere for yourself.  

Ruth Luzmore, Headteacher of the Primary School 
 



Curriculum and enrichment 

The Primary School provides an extensive coverage of the     
curriculum through a trans-disciplinary model of learning, with  
emphasis on student-led inquiry across subject areas. 

From Reception Class through to Year 6 the children learn 
through different units of inquiry under the six themes: sharing 
the planet; how we express ourselves; who we are; where we 
are in time and place; how the world works; and how we        
organise ourselves.   Situated in the heart of Islington, we are 
keen to use the wealth of resources that London offers for trips 
and workshops.  One of the highlights of the school calendar is 
the annual Year 5 and 6 Shakespeare play which is supported by 
all classes from Reception upwards who retell the story through 
dance. 

We follow the National Curriculum for our English and              
Mathematics to ensure that standards are challenging and in 
line with children nationally.   We are passionate that children 
develop as fluent, confident and enthusiastic readers.  We     
support this through a number of different strategies including 
daily phonics, high quality texts in class, whole class reading, 
guided group reading sessions, reading lists for each class and 
fortnightly library sessions in our school library.    

Specialist teachers enhance the delivery of our curriculum so 
that we can offer weekly French and music sessions from        
Reception to Year 6, while PE lessons are also led by sports 
coaches. We also offer children an increasing and varied range 
of after –school clubs. 

The Academy Structure 

St Mary Magdalene Academy is 
made up of two schools: 
the Primary School and 
the Secondary School (including 
the Sixth Form). Each school has 
their own headteacher.  The      
Academy is sponsored by 
the London Diocesan Board for 
Schools and is a Christian            
community of learning which aims 
to nurture young people to become 
high achievers and to discover their 
vocation in a global society. We 
welcome pupils and students from 
all faiths and none to our schools, 
which strive to be inspirational 
communities of learning focused on 
happy, successful children.  We see 
ourselves as a ‘family’ of schools 
who share not only core values, but 
also expertise.   Children who 
attend the Primary school             
automatically get a place in the    
Secondary school at the end of  
Year 6.  

http://www.smmacademy.org/primary/
http://www.smmacademy.org/secondary/
http://www.smmacademy.org/secondary/sixth_form/
https://www.ldbs.co.uk/
https://www.ldbs.co.uk/


Home and school 

Ensuring a smooth          
transition from home to 
school is important to us. 
We are committed to a 
strong partnership            
between home and school 
and recognise the positive 
impact that this has on a 
child’s learning and          
development. Parents are 
invited to share                 
information about their 
child and prior to  entering 
the Reception class and all   
children are visited in their 
home or preschool setting. 
A staggered entry over 
three weeks helps  children 
settle quickly into the 
school routine.  

Communication is key to 
ensuring our pupils are 
happy and successful.  As 
well as parents’ evening, 
weekly newsletters and 
parent workshops, senior 
staff, teachers and support 
staff greet pupils and    
families on the playground 
at the start and end of    
every school day. 

A real sense of community 
is shared by all at the 
school. Our excellent and 
inclusive PTSA meet weekly  
and arrange events such as 
a welcome barbeque and 
different fetes, to bring us 
together, as well as raise 
funds to support the 
school’s efforts.  

The school day 

The school bell rings at 8.55am.  There is a mid morning break of 
15 minutes for each separate key stage.  Every day there is a whole 
school act of collective worship during assembly which is varied in 
structure and content. Pupils have a one hour lunch break.  All 
school dinners are made on the premises and are healthy and    
nutritious. We cater for different nutritional requirements on     
request.  The school day ends at 3.30pm 

Uniform 
Every child is expected to wear full school uniform at all times   
during the day. The uniform is simple and practical and can be  
purchased from Rough Cut Casuals at 16 Chapel Market, Islington, 
N1 9EZ or on-line at 
www.directschoolwear.co.uk. 
We greatly appreciate the 
support of families in       
maintaining the standard of 
uniform we expect from all 
our pupils. 
 



Contact Us 

St Mary Magdalene Acad-

emy 

Liverpool Road, N7 8PG 

tel: 020 7697 0123 

email: admissionsregistrar 

@smmacademy.org 

www.smmacademy.org 

How do I apply for a    
Reception place a St 
Mary Magdalene       
Academy? 

 

Full details of the Primary admission     
process and admissions criteria are given 
in the booklet ‘Islington Schools: A Great 
Place to Learn’ available to view at    
www.islington.gov.uk/admissions or contact Islington 
Schools Admissions on 020 7527 5515. 
 
The full admissions criteria is also available in the parents 
section on line at: www.smmacademy.org but as a rough 
guide can be summarised as follows: 
 
1. Looked After Children 
2. Siblings 
3. Regular church attendance at St Mary Magdalene, 
    St David’s or St Luke’s Church 
4. Resident of Islington and attendance at other Christian 
 Churches or Chapels  
5. Distance 
 
To apply for a place at St Mary Magdalene Academy you 
must complete the application form in the admissions 
booklet and return it to the School Admissions Team,    
222 Upper Street, Islington, N1 1XR. 

http://www.islington.gov.uk/admissions

