
 

Thursday 21 May 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I would like to begin by offering a huge ‘thank you’ for everyone 

who contributed to the wonderful video of pupils saying thank you to staff we received this week.  

It was incredibly moving to see them all and to know that such kindness and generosity is in our 

community.  Thank you too for all your continued support with the challenging way we are working 

at the moment.  We have increased the numbers of pupils now attending as part of the key worker 

and vulnerable group and it is great to have those children in the school.  

Following the UK Government’s announcement on May 10th that they would like to see a phased 

re-opening of primary schools for more children from June 1st ‘at the earliest’, we have been busy 

spending this time consulting with parents, staff, unions, Governors and the Islington LA and the 

London Diocesan Board for Schools.   There has been a huge amount of support between local 

head teachers, which I am grateful for.  Since I last wrote to you, I have been completing an 

Islington model risk assessment.   As I have reiterated before, none of this is risk-free of course 

and parents and carers must consider their own family circumstances before deciding whether 

their child will be returning.  

Having sent out a draft version of our reopening plan which included details of the measures we 

are putting in place to support social distancing, we have been in contact with staff and parents. 

Year 6 parents have been informing us about their decision about school return and these updated 

numbers, have allowed us to decide on our model of a phased wider opening for the first two 

weeks after half term.  Of course, everything is subject to change at short notice.  

 Year 6 will be split into two groups, which we will call hives.  We will have two introductory days – 

one for each hive where they have time with their class teacher to become accustomed to new 

routines. Then the following week, both hives will return for the first four days in the week and be 

taught in separate classrooms.  The numbers we have had so far allow this to fit with our own 

calculations of a limit of 10 KS2 pupils in each class.   

Therefore the plan is as follows: 

Half Term Holiday - Monday 

25th-Friday 29th May 

School closed as planned 

Monday 

1st June and Tuesday 2nd 

June 

 

School will be closed for ALL pupils  

These two days will be used for staff training in preparation for 

reopening.  Remember for some staff it has been over two 

months since they have been in the building and we all need 

training on new routines, new technology and to finalise spaces. 

Wednesday 

3rd June 

 

School re-opens for the children of identified critical Key 

Workers and Vulnerable groups (not in Year 6).  

All places MUST be booked in advance.  We will not be 

accepting bookings without notice as we need to plan staffing by 

pupil numbers.   You can do this through our online form 

available here: http://www.smmacademy.org/1529/primary-key-

worker-booking  or by emailing 

primaryadmin@smmacademy.org 

http://www.smmacademy.org/1529/primary-key-worker-booking
http://www.smmacademy.org/1529/primary-key-worker-booking


If you believe you are a new key worker, you will need to send 

through proof of this from your employer.   Places for key worker 

children are for those children where there is no one else at 

home to look after the child.  

We will use this day to go through with pupils the new rules in 

using the building as prior to this they have been using the 

secondary entrance and exit. 

All children must wear school uniform please from this date.  

Key Worker and vulnerable children then have ongoing 

childcare from 8.45am until 3.30pm in their own distinct hive 

(group).  Increased numbers mean we will operate two separate 

hives. 

Thursday 4th June 

 

Key Worker and Vulnerable children in 

Year 6 class re-opens to Hive 1  

All children must wear school uniform. 

They will arrive staggered between 8.45am and 9.15am 

They will be collected or depart between 2.30 and 3pm  

Friday 5th June Key Worker and Vulnerable children in 

Year 6 class re-opens to Hive 2  

All children must wear school uniform. 

They will arrive staggered between 8.45am and 9.15am 

They will be collected or depart between 2.30 and 3pm 

Monday 8 June – Thursday 

11 June 

 

Key Worker and Vulnerable children in 

Year 6 Hive 1 and 2 in 

All children must wear school uniform. 

They will arrive staggered between 8.45am and 9.15am 

They will be collected or depart between 2.30 and 3pm 

Friday 12 th June Key worker and vulnerable children only.  No Year 6. 

This day will be used by the Year 6 class teacher for their PPA 

and to keep up with the online learning for the rest of the Year 6 

cohort who are at home.  This will also be used as a time to help 

prepare for the next cohort of children returning, if that decision 

has been made. 

 

There will be a separate letter for Year 6 parents in the coming days with more details on 

arrangements such as arrival times, which hive they are in etc. 

As there will be more children in school, playtimes and lunchtimes will be staggered, as will start 

and end times. We must ask all parents not to crowd round the school entrances or in the 

playground at the end of the day - staff will send children out to you. School uniform needs to be 



washed daily please to help reduce the risk of contamination and regular, thorough handwashing 

must continue both at school and at home.   

There is the possibility of introducing Year 1 back into school at a later date – but this is not 

certain. This will be reviewed once Year 6 routines are established and if they are working well. 

Reception Class might be introduced later after this. All of this very much depends on there being 

no second ‘spike’ of COVID-19 cases. I will of course inform parents of our decisions as and when 

they are made.  

Home Learning  

As Year 6 will return to school from 3rd June, home learning will not continue as it has done for 

that class in the same level of detail.  Remember the class teacher will be also teaching in the day.  

But, we are endeavouring to design projects such as The Exhibition and continue with workbooks 

which we are currently restocking and an exciting transition project we are planning! 

Reception Class, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5 will continue with home learning in the 

same way. We will continue to provide printed workbooks wherever possible for all year groups 

which can be collected from the school.  Arrangements for this will be forthcoming. 

Some of you might be disappointed that your children are not immediately returning to school, but 

this has to be a phased and considered partial re-opening. Some of you might be relieved!  The 

safety of our community must come first. I know many of you have your own reservations about 

sending your children to school and those reservations are completely understandable. The 

Government has said that parents will not be penalised initially if they do not send their child to 

school when their child’s class re-opens.  

I hope we can continue to work together to ensure the best outcomes for our children and school 

community in these challenging and often anxious times. 

 Yours faithfully 
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