
 

 

Tuesday 24 March 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Update on key worker childcare in SMMA Primary 

With the additional lockdown measures announced last night, it is no longer feasible to ask the 

proportionally large numbers of staff who support the running of the school to come in for the very 

few children we have here.  Therefore, today will be the Primary schools’ last day open until 

further notice. 

From tomorrow, children of key workers who require childcare will attend another Islington Church 

school, St Andrew’s, who also have small numbers.  Members of staff from SMMA will be on a 

rota there to maintain consistency.  You must complete the online form through the SMMA website 

if you believe you will need childcare.  Please do so in advance and ensure you are able to 

provide evidence of employer and your work roster.  We will be in contact to confirm 

arrangements. 

It is very likely that these plans will change in the next week or so when Islington have arranged 

‘hubs’ for children to attend.  

We have an active plan for staying in touch with particular families and we will continue to be in 

touch with you through different updates.   The government are currently working on a national 

approach to supporting Free School Meals through supermarket and shop vouchers.  We will 

update you with details on this as soon as possible.  

We are entering a surreal period.  I will be recording a special assembly for the children to think 

about our school values during a time of ‘lockdown’.  Please look out for this on the Assembly 

Room within Google Classrooms.  I will stay in touch with the children through this medium.  Staff 

continue to work from home, so please stay in touch through email.    

There is no doubt about it that this is an extraordinarily challenging time and we have no desire to 

add to any of your burdens with work from us which may not be achievable or sustainable.  

Remember that at home you are not expected to provide the same structure and timetable as 

school.  Staff are producing work for you to engage with, but there is no expectation that this is 

anything other than a way of supporting you all to keep going.  If you would rather take a day 

baking, watching a family movie, calling a friend, painting a picture, rearranging a sock drawer, 

counting birds out of the window, or whatever it is that will bring you peace and comfort, then 

please do that. 

You are all in my thoughts and I look forward to seeing you all. 

 Yours faithfully 
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