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17 March 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I am writing to update you about the Academy’s action in light of the serious situation 
we find ourselves in with Covid-19.   

Yesterday evening, the government announced that self-isolation should increase to 
14 days and that this should apply to all who live in that household regardless of their 
symptoms. They also advised that those who are in vulnerable health groups should 
also reduce all non-essential contact to a minimum.  In addition, we were told that 
London was ahead of the curve in the trajectory of this virus and therefore people in 
London should particularly follow this advice.  

In the last two days, pupil and staff numbers have significantly reduced.  We are 
grateful to all who have listened to the government’s advice and not attended if they 
are in those risk groups – it is the right thing to do for all in the community.  However, 
this reduction and therefore the probable escalation of those unable to work has 
meant that we have had to question our capacity to continue to operate with all 
classes present in a safe way.   

As a result, I have taken the difficult decision to close the Primary school from 
tomorrow, Wednesday 18 March, to all pupils other than children of key workers who 
have no other child care options until further notice. 

Key workers are considered those who work or support the following professions: 

- NHS workers including London Ambulance Service & St John’s Ambulance 
Service. 

- Police 
- Fire 
- Prison & Probation Services 
- Teachers (those in schools which have not closed) 

If you work in this category and wish to sign up for the support, please complete the 
online form, available through our website, as soon as possible so we can plan for 
numbers. School will only be able to open from 9am – 3.30pm and not able to offer 
breakfast club. 

In addition, we are concerned for those in our community who rely on the free school 
meals. Therefore, those who are eligible for free school meals can book them 
through the form on our website. In order to reduce large gatherings of people, you 
will then be provided with a ‘take-away’ lunch which can be collected from the 
Liverpool Road entrance to the school between 12.30 and 1pm each day. 
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It is important that we continue to look out for one another.  If you have safeguarding 
concerns about a child, please contact myself through the school or Islington 
Children’s Service Team on 0207 527 7400. 

This has been a particularly challenging time for staff as they continue to teach and 
try to prepare for closures in order to provide a form of ongoing education.  I would 
ask for your patience as they face a steep learning curve in how they communicate 
and use the new technology. I anticipate that by Friday 19 March, teachers should 
be set up completely to communicate with your child through Google Classroom.   
As such new guidelines for pupils in using Google Classroom have been given to 
them today. Ongoing instructions for home learning opportunities will be updated on 
the school website and through Google Classroom.  Staff are acutely aware that not 
all pupils have easy access to the internet, and are mindful of that in their 
expectations.       

It is with great sadness that I have taken this decision and I know the staff will join 
me in wishing all our families well during this difficult period.  We will of course be 
checking in with you regularly through email, our website and phone – please 
contact us too if we can help.  We are all part of an extremely special community at 
St Mary Magdalene and I could not be prouder to work with you all.  I pray that 
despite the difficult times ahead, we will emerge stronger together. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Ruth Luzmore 
Headteacher 
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