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5 March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Staff 
 
I am writing to you with a further update regarding the measures we are taking 
regarding the COVID-19 coronavirus. At the time of writing we continue to have no 
cases of the virus in the Academy community, but given the continued developments 
worldwide, I thought it would be appropriate to write and reassure you about the 
measures we continue to take. 
 
In all matters, we will continue to operate under the guidance of the relevant 
authorities, in particular the Public Health England guidance for educational settings. 
This involves proportionate and sensible steps in particular, pupils have been 
reminded in class and at assembly of the importance of good hand hygiene and 
catching coughs and sneezes in preventing the transmission of this virus. 
 
Across the Academy we had some pupils and staff who travelled to Category 2 
areas during half term, specifically parts of Northern Italy. For these pupils and staff, 
we are following the guidance of Public Health England and currently they have 
either not developed symptoms or have been tested and returned as negative for the 
virus. 
 
Given the government expectation of continued growth in the number of cases, it is 
prudent that we prepare for a “worst-case” scenario, where a case in the Academy 
required both the primary and secondary schools to be closed, for up to two weeks. 
Should the schools need to close for a period of time, this will be on instruction from 
Public Health England: we are likely to have no choice in the matter. At the moment, 
the government is saying that any school closures will take place on a case-by-case 
basis. 
 
Should the schools close, we will ensure pupils’ ongoing education via remote 
communication. We would use the school website to upload work and projects for 
the children to take part in.  We will issue a ‘timetable’ to help schedule the different 
work pupils should part-take in.  
 
Parents and carers will understand that their sons and daughters must engage with 
all work set in order to maintain their academic progress. The close support of 
parents and carers will be invaluable in helping our pupils make the most of this 
ongoing educational provision. 
 
Should the school close, we will immediately seek further information from the DfE to 
inform them of our circumstances and seek their guidance, particularly in view of 
practical statutory tests and assessments that may be scheduled during the closure 
period. 
 
We will continue to review educational visits on a case by case basis, applying a risk 
assessment approach, balancing the educational value of all trips with any enhanced 
risk that comes from the virus. 
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Our advice is that pupils who are planning to travel to Category 2 areas at Easter 
may run the risk of having to self-isolate for two weeks on their return, should the 
government guidelines change. Any who travel to Category 1 areas will not be 
allowed back into the Academy for two weeks after their return, and we therefore 
recommend that these journeys do not take place. 
 
We will continue to provide regular updates given the rapidly developing events to do 
with coronavirus. I would of course inform you if there was a confirmed case in the 
Academy community, and detail the steps that should be taken if this occurred. I 
trust you will see that the measures we are taking place the pupils’ overall wellbeing 
at the heart of our decision making, whilst maintaining an appropriate measure of 
calm and continuity. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
Ms R Luzmore 

Headteacher 
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