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5 October 2018  
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I am writing to you as there have been some recent changes to the support offer to pupils 
who have previously been in care. Schools are now required to appoint a designated 
member of staff for these pupils-I am this designated staff member of staff- and the 
government allocates extra funding to support these pupils.  
Unfortunately, we are not advised on whether or not children have been in care and or 
adopted.  We therefore ask parents to let us know if they have adopted children or have 
had children who were previously looked after by a Local Authority even if it were on a 
temporary basis. As this is a sensitive issue this letter is to allow you to make the choice 
whether or not you wish to disclose this information. All information will be treated in the 
strictest confidence.  
 
To be clear, additional funding is awarded to pupils who: 
 

 Left care under a Residential Order or a Special Guardianship Order 

 Were adopted from care 

 Were previously looked after by a Local Authority in England or Wales 

 Were adopted from ‘State Care’ outside England and Wales. ‘State Care’ is care 
provided by a public authority, a religious organisation, or any other organisation 
whose sole or main purpose is to benefit society 
 

If your child fits into any of the above categories and you are willing for this information to 
be included in a Department for Education Statutory return, please contact Ms Tracey 
Jones giving the name and date of birth of the child concerned. You will then be asked to 
provide supporting evidence, i.e the Adoption (Court Order) 

This funding is called the Additional Premium and amounts to an additional £1,900 per 
pupil, and it is not ring-fenced. It is designed to provide specific support to raise attainment 
and address the wider needs of children in this group. National statistics show that children 
who may have lived in care may face unique challenges and could struggle to keep up 
with their peers. It is vital that they are given the targeted support they need and the 
education they deserve to help them get on in life. There is no obligation for you to share 
this information with us, but in doing so your child may be given additional support with 
their education. 
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Finally, I also wanted to request your continued support around allergens. The Academy is 
a Nut-Free and Aerosol/Perfume free school, this is because these items contain 
ingredients which are known to trigger asthma attacks and severe allergic reactions. Could 
you please remind your son or daughter of this and ensure that they do not inadvertently 
bring any of those products into the school.  

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Dami Ajagbonna 
Deputy Head: Expectations & Standards 
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