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Tuesday 18 January 2022 

Dear Parents, Carers and Staff 
 
I write to inform you that, after 14 years working at SMMA, I will be leaving at the end of 
August 2022. Having accepted the post of Head of Primary for this academic year, along 
with Adam Berridge as Deputy Head, I was clear that this would be as ‘Acting’ rather than 
permanent, because my family and I anticipated moving back to Colombia, where my wife 
is from and her extended family live.  

Although this has been a difficult, and significant decision to make for us as a family, it 
would likely have been made a lot sooner if I hadn’t been working at this school, and being 
a part of this school community. I have been very fortunate to work within a school 
community that feels as much like a family as it does a place of work, and I’ve had the 
pleasure of working with some wonderful people, brilliant teachers & TAs, supportive 
parents and incredible students. Creating a nurturing environment for our students has 
always been something very important to us, here at SMMA, but it is also this environment 
that has helped me continue my own journey from TA, to class teacher, to Deputy Head 
and to my present position as Head of Primary.  

I cannot overemphasize the pride and joy I have felt over the years seeing the children 
grow and succeed in so many ways, achieving their potential, realising their ambitions and 
becoming responsible young adults and citizens. Having been here for the time I have, 
and the fact most of our students continue into the secondary school, it has meant I have 
had the pleasure of seeing children I have known since reception class, successfully 
completing their 6th form exams and moving on to the big wide world beyond SMMA.  
 
Needless to say, we still have a great deal to do over the next two terms to ensure that our 
current group of students achieve as well as so many that have gone before. I look 
forward to seeing you at the various events that will take place between now and the end 
of the academic year and I would like to thank you for your continued support of the 
school. 

Finally, I would like to thank the staff for all their hard work, parents for their continued 
support and the Governing Body for giving me the opportunity to lead the school that has 
been such a major part of my life for the past 14 years. I’ve always said that the children 
here are a major strength of the school and that’s testament to the fantastic attitude of the 
parents and staff, and the relationship we have built. 

It goes without saying that I will stay in contact, and look forward to hearing about how the 
children continue to make progress, achieve their ambitions and have a future determined 
through happiness and success in everything they do. 
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Kind regards, 

 
 
Mr. L Standing 
Primary Headteacher 

 


