
1 
 

  

 

  2019 

Higher Education 



 
 

Contents Page 

 

1. Thinking of University ................................................................................ 2 

2. Choosing my Course & University ............................................................ 6 

2.1 Choosing My Course ............................................................................ 7 

2.2 Choosing my University ..................................................................... 10 

3. The UCAS Process: Overview ................................................................. 14 

4. My UCAS Planning Sheet ....................................................................... 15 

5. Student Finance ..................................................................................... 19 

6. Gap Years .............................................................................................. 20 

 



2 
 

1. Thinking of University 
Is University right for me? 

For a lucky few, your career path is very clear; you know exactly what you want to do and you just 
need to go to university and study your degree but for the majority it’s not so clear and you are may 
be left wondering what to study and where. You may even be thinking whether 3 or 4 years at 
university will pay dividends or not and you are likely to weigh up the pros and cons of going to 
university in 2020 with your family before finalising your decision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Advantages of going to university 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Disadvantages of going to university 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Activity: Note down the advantages and disadvantages of going to university. 
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Activity: Thinking of University 
Sources: 

Martin Lewis Student Finance –  
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/student-
loans-tuition-fees-changes 
Tutorhub – is university right for me? 

https://blog.tutorhub.com/2014/02/28/is-university-
right-for-me-weigh-up-the-advantages-and-
disadvantages/  
 

 

Advantages  

Is still essential for many careers: For many careers a degree is still an essential qualification. If 

you want to become a doctor or lawyer you will obviously need a degree. For careers such as 
journalism, TV production and accountancy, a degree isn’t the only way to access opportunities. But, 
if you know what you want to do and a degree is still highly valued in that field, then going to 
university is probably a wise choice. 

 
The chance to specialise: If you have a real love for a particular subject e.g. History, English and 

so on, if you are enthusiastic about your course and you love to learn, learning at undergraduate 
level is likely to be an extremely worthwhile experience. University is an ideal place to encounter 
great thinkers and if you are lucky enough to encounter lecturers and tutors who are as passionate 
about your field as you are, it can be intensely rewarding. Many graduates look back on their 
university days as the most mentally stimulating of their life.  

 

University is a good investment: 
Despite the high fees many universities in the UK  
can charge (currently £9,250), a university  
education continues to pay dividends. The Office 
for National Statistics indicates that graduates  
are more likely to be employed that those with a  
lower-standard education. Indeed,  
non-graduates aged 21 – 30 have consistently  
higher unemployment rates.  

 
There are loans and bursaries that can help 
Cover these costs, and your student loans won’t 
Be paid back until you pass the earning threshold of  
£25,000 per year. If you need to continue in higher education past undergraduate level you can also 
apply for a loan specifically for career development to help you meet your career potential, so there is 
support available every step of the way. 
 
Many employees target graduates in their recruitment campaigns. They often have the lion’s share of 
skilled jobs and the choice of university is relevant as well: graduates from top universities earn 
higher salaries than those from other institutions. You should be aware that the rewards for study are 
likely to come later: on average, graduates aged 21 earn a lower gross annual wage than students 
who opt for an apprenticeship. This is owing to the fact that new university graduates will have just 
entered the labour market or may take time to find a job in their chosen field. 
 
 
 

https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/student-loans-tuition-fees-changes
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/student-loans-tuition-fees-changes
https://blog.tutorhub.com/2014/02/28/is-university-right-for-me-weigh-up-the-advantages-and-disadvantages/
https://blog.tutorhub.com/2014/02/28/is-university-right-for-me-weigh-up-the-advantages-and-disadvantages/
https://blog.tutorhub.com/2014/02/28/is-university-right-for-me-weigh-up-the-advantages-and-disadvantages/
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It all levels out in time; those with apprenticeships earn less than graduates from age 25 onwards. 
According to Labour Force Survey figures, over a 40-year working lifetime, a graduate will earn 
£415,320 more that those who have not studied for a degree. Net lifecycle earnings are increased by 
20% for male graduates and by 53% for female graduates. A survey of 200 graduates showed that 
60% found full-time work within three months of finishing university, and this high rate was supported 
by research by the Guardian newspaper and the Higher Education Careers Services Unit (HECSU) 

and HEPP. 

 
The Value of independence: University can boost your confidence in your own abilities, especially if 

you opt for an institution which is far from your home area. Tasks that may seem arduous (doing your 
own cooking, ironing, and shopping) are actually great for developing skills like time management 
and budgeting. You will get a great sense of achievement and maturity. Being independent likewise 
encourages you to be responsible with your freedom and establish your own limits. 
 
Finding new people: University offers the chance to encounter people of all ages and from different 

backgrounds, which can broaden your horizons. It offers you the unique opportunity to move in 
different social circles; you get to strengthen your understanding of different cultures and beliefs. You 
will grow in confidence and gain friends and experiences that you will never forget. 
 
Finding new interests: University offers such a wide range of activities, opportunities and incentives 

that you will be hard pressed to keep your choice of extra-curricular activities to a minimum. 
University is as much about discovering yourself and others, as it is about obtaining a degree; make 
the most of this unique opportunity and aim to have fun while you learn. 
 
A positive outlook: It seems that opting for a university education has positive effects on one’s 
mental and physical wellbeing. A study commissioned by the Higher Education Funding Council for 
England (HEFCE) (The wider benefits of higher education. Report by the Institute of Education, 
University of London, sponsored by the HEFCE and the Smith Institute)  in 2013 found that graduates 
are less likely to suffer from depression, obesity or an addiction to smoking. They are also more likely 
to vote, help their children in the pursuit of an education and enjoy a higher sense of wellbeing. 
 

Disadvantages 
The Expense: With the top universities charging £9,250 per year and living costs adding even more 

expense, now is the most financially challenging time in history to go to university. Many people who 
don’t see a degree as essential for their career path are therefore considering whether they need to 
spend all this money. The thought of graduating with a student debt of £27,000+ can discourage 
many students from pursuing a university education. Indeed, BBC news recently reported that the rise 
in fees had led to a 17 per cent drop in UK undergraduates. However, you do not need to pay your 
student loans back until you are earning above a figure issued by the student loans company 
annually. 
 
Irrelevance to your future career: If your chosen job does not require university training, then a 

three or four year stint in university may seem a waste of time. 
 
Graduates are much less differentiated: Not so long ago, being a graduate was enough to 
guarantee you a job. These days, graduates have to work much harder to stand out from the crowd. 
Top employers have stressed the importance of work experience for differentiating the best 
candidates, so if you go to university now it may not pay off unless you put a lot of energy into 
gaining experience beyond your studies. In a difficult job market you will need to differentiate yourself 
somehow whether you go to university or not, so you have got to decide which path will allow you to 
shine the most. 
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University study/learning is not something everyone will enjoy: Some may prefer to study at 
college or not study at all but instead do an apprenticeship or work based learning, or work. 
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2. Choosing my Course & University 

 
Deciding what to study and where to study can be a life changing decision, so the key is to do as 
much research as possible so you choose the right course and the right place for the right reasons. 

Activity 
Watch the 2 short video clips to introduce this section: 

 
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/ucas-undergraduate-what-study  
 
and 
 
https://university.which.co.uk/advice/choosing-a-course/choosing-a-university-course-
applicants-video  
 
Make a few notes below on the key points raised. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/ucas-undergraduate-what-study
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/ucas-undergraduate-what-study
https://university.which.co.uk/advice/choosing-a-course/choosing-a-university-course-applicants-video
https://university.which.co.uk/advice/choosing-a-course/choosing-a-university-course-applicants-video
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2.1 Choosing My Course 
 
There are thousands of courses to choose from with over 300 universities in the UK. If you know 
exactly what career aim you want to do e.g. become a doctor then choosing the subject is relatively 
easy. However, if like the majority of students, you have no idea what your future career aim is, there 
are a number of factors to consider when researching your course. 
 
A good starting point would be to spend a few minutes asking yourself the following questions: 

 
 What subject(s) interest me? 

Start with what interests you and what you can see yourself doing. 

 
 What do I enjoy most at Sixth Form? 

At university you will be studying a subject in depth for up to 4 years so therefore you need to 
choose a subject that will interest you for the duration of the course. If you do not really enjoy 
it, there is a good chance you will drop out and that could cost in time and money. 

 
 What about my career aim? 

A lot of students are concerned that by choosing a subject they enjoy, it may affect their future 
career. Remember, choosing a subject does not mean choosing a career. Over 40% of 
graduate jobs do not require a specific subject as employers consider the skills you develop 

whilst studying for a degree as important as the actual subject content. 
 

Activity 
Think about what careers you might go into, for example: 
 
   with an English degree?____________________________________________ 
 
   with a Maths degree?______________________________________________ 
 
   with a Biology degree?_____________________________________________ 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions – Choosing Courses 

 
I don’t want to continue with any of my A Level subjects to higher level… 
Don’t worry as there are lots of subjects you can study at university without having studied them 
before e.g. law, engineering, sports science etc. 
 

Do I have to narrow my studies to only one subject? 
You may be sure of your subject and want to study it and nothing else so you opt to do a single 
degree or you may be less clear and would like to specialise in more than one and you opt to do a 
joint honours, also known as a combined honours degree. Joint degrees allow you to tailor your 
study to your interests. You can study subjects that are similar or completely different; the choice is 
yours. You can do 50/50 or major in one, minor in the other; it all depends on the course and 
university so check the small print carefully. Studying across subjects can open up a wide range of 
career opportunities. There is also now a global model degree called “Liberal Arts” where you 
develop expertise in your major and minor subjects through an individual pathway of study. 
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What types of degree are there? 
You can do a bachelor’s degree which is a course of academic study leading to a: 
 

BA                           Bachelor of Arts 

BSc                          Bachelor of Science 

BASc                          Bachelor of Arts & Science 

BM                          Bachelor of Medicine 

BEng                       Bachelor of Engineering 

And there are many others; there are also 4-year degrees which lead to a masters’ degree such 
as MA, MSc, MLib Arts etc. 

 
Art or humanities subjects include non-science subjects and include all languages, art, English, 
history etc. They also include newer work-based subjects such as business studies. Science subjects 
include all pure sciences and courses that have a large amount of technical content such as 
chemistry and maths. This group often (but not always) includes economics. Bachelor degrees give 
students a thorough understanding of a subject and usually takes 3 to 4 years to complete (some 
take longer, like medicine, or those with a year abroad or a masters). 
 
What is a sandwich degree? 
A sandwich course is a traditionally one year longer. It is where you work for a year in industry or do 
a placement abroad between study years. You are generally paid, and this can make you more 
employable. 
 
My cousin said s/he was awarded with a 2:2 degree; what does this mean? 
Degrees are generally classified as Ordinary or Honours but this varies between universities. The 
term ‘Honours’ is an academic distinction, which indicates that students must achieve their 
bachelor’s degree with a sufficiently high overall grade point average. Almost all bachelor’s degrees 
are awarded as Honours degrees; a student achieving a passing grade below honours standard 
also earns the bachelor’s degree, but without the honours distinction. 
 
Degree classifications (grades) are: 
 

 First Class Honours – the highest grade  
 Second Class Honours – can be a 2:1 (upper second) or 2:2 (lower second) 
 Third Class Honours 
 Ordinary or pass degree 

 
…and s/he majored in his/her subject. What does that mean? 

To major is when there is a higher percentage of study in a particular area/subject and minor is a 
lesser percentage or level, which is secondary to the major, and compliments it. 

 
Vocational degrees? 

These are degrees that are focused on work, and prepare students for a specific career e.g. 
medicine, architecture, actuarial science, as opposed to non-vocational (academic) courses which do 
not prepare you for any particular career, e.g. geography and history. For vocational courses it is 
imperative to look at the websites of the professional bodies to see whether the degree is accredited 
or gives exemptions from professional examinations, particularly for law. 
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Foundation degrees? 
These are higher level qualifications that blend academic study with workplace learning. They are 
designed and delivered in partnership with employers in a range of work related subjects. 
Foundation degrees are broadly equivalent to the first 2 years of a Bachelor’s degree; they provide 
the opportunity to progress to a degree in its second or third year with a lower achievement level at A 
Level. 
 
I’ve heard people talk of a ‘law conversion course’; what is that? 
A conversion course is a vocational (postgraduate) qualification – usually called the Graduate 
Diploma in Law, taken by graduates wanting to change their subject area to law and thus be able to 
qualify as a lawyer, after their first degree in another subject. 
 

How do I research a subject/course? 

Visit the UCAS website www.ucas.com to search for any course in the country which has a hyperlink 
to university websites and their entry requirements. 
 

Activity: 

Your Guardian or a Sixth Form Tutor may be able to demonstrate how to use the course 

search facility: http://search.ucas.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other useful websites: 

 
www.whatuni.com 
http://university.which.co.uk/search/course 
http://coursefinder.telegraph.co.uk/  
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.whatuni.com/
http://www.whatuni.com/
http://university.which.co.uk/search/course
http://university.which.co.uk/search/course
http://coursefinder.telegraph.co.uk/
http://coursefinder.telegraph.co.uk/
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2.2 Choosing my University 
There are many different types of universities so choosing which one to go to takes careful research 

and should not be rushed. With the publication of league tables, many students (and parents/carers) 

concern themselves with the status of a university. There are several websites that rank universities 

and individual courses in these league tables and generally speaking the traditional universities tend 

to come out near the top in the main tables – though you do need to look specifically for your 

subject/s. However, they should be used with caution. They may not rate universities on everything 

that is important to you so it is wise to carry out your own detailed research based on your personal 

list. 

The Russell Group is an association of major research intensive universities in the UK. These 

universities, in general, have excellent reputations and are very competitive to get into. There are 24 

of them. 

Activity: 
How many of the Russell Group universities have you heard of? List the ones you know below.  
Then find the blanks by checking on the following website – you can also find more information 
about them. http://russellgroup.ac.uk/about/our-universities/  

 

___________________     ___________________      ___________________    ___________________ 

___________________     ___________________      ___________________    ___________________ 

___________________     ___________________      ___________________    ___________________ 

___________________     ___________________      ___________________    ___________________ 

___________________     ___________________      ___________________    ___________________ 

___________________     ___________________      ___________________    ___________________ 

___________________     ___________________      ___________________    ___________________ 

There are of course many equally excellent universities which are not in the Russell Group. For 

example Bath & Surrey universities are regularly in the top six UK universities but are not RG 

members because they are smaller. Other universities may have world class reputations for 

particular courses. Therefore it is important to remember that the best one for you depends on your 

course and what you are looking for in your degree and university. 

Location 

You may decide that you wish to live at home and commute. This may make good financial sense 

but it might also restrict your choices and independence. On the other hand St. Andrew’s may sound 

attractive but remember you may need to get home at the end of each term, so check how much 

will it cost? How long will it take? What are the transport links like? Would you prefer an urban or 

rural location? If you are a country soul at hear there is no point heading to the hustle and bustle of a 

city university e.g. Manchester, London or Liverpool etc. Some universities have a central campus but 

others are spread around the town or city; you may need to factor in how you will get to your part of 

the campus each day. Some have enough accommodation on campus for first years, some do not 

so you need to check this too. 

 

http://russellgroup.ac.uk/about/our-universities/
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Activity 
You will need to have an idea of your geographical preferences so it is often a good idea to know 
the location of a university first by looking at a map. 
 
Looking at the map of the UK below, how many of the universities can you place? 

 

Aberdeen Cambridge Kings College London Norwich University of 
the Arts 

Queens – Belfast Cardiff Leeds Nottingham 

Birmingham Edinburgh Liverpool Oxford 

Brighton & Hove Exeter Manchester Southampton 

Bristol Hull Newcastle Warwick 
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What type of university will I like? 

There are two main types. Some are campus institutions, e.g. Warwick whilst others are city 

universities, e.g. Bristol. A campus university has halls of residence and the university facilities are all 

in one place (lecture halls, laboratories, sports facilities etc.). City universities have all the facilities but 

in buildings that are interspersed with shops and housing, etc. Also there are many variations to the 

size of universities. They can range from 4,000 to 40,000 full-time students. 

It is difficult for you to know which kind of university you will like if you have never been to one. It is 

very important to take the time to visit the universities to get a fee of what it is like before finalising 

your application. It will help you make a more informed choice but may also strengthen your 

application. Open days are great opportunities to find out about the course and university. Open 

days run throughout the year, but are often in June/July, so book as soon as possible. 

There is no substitute for going and seeing the universities that most appeal to you on paper and on-

line. For a full list of open days see www.opendays.com. If you miss a booking date for a university 

open day- just arrive on the day- as they really will not turn you away. You can also call the university 

and ask for a ‘Campus Tour’ in the summer, as many student ambassadors live on campus over the 

holidays. 

Activity:  
Think of 3 suitable questions you could ask at an open day then check this link to see if you were 
on the right track. 
 
https://www.opendays.com/advice/what-questions-should-i-ask-at-open-days  
 
 

 

What about accommodation? 

It is a good idea to check what a typical room in the halls will be like and how much it will cost. Rents 

range from £87- £150 per week depending on location and type of accommodation. Check if 

accommodation is guaranteed for all first years and how far the halls are from your lectures. 

Facilities: 

Check out the study facilities: libraries/IT and open access facilities, lecture/seminar rooms/ and the 

social facilities, bars, clubs/societies. 

Teaching methods 

This varies from course to course/institution to institution. Is teaching via lecturers, seminars or 

tutorials? What are the contact hours and what would suit you? What is the tutorial system like? Is the 

course assessed by end of year exams or through continuous assessment? 

Student Support/Careers provision 

What support is provided for students with a disability/specific needs e.g. dyslexia, medical and 

financial needs? Do they offer bursaries/scholarships? Can you see a Careers Adviser on site, can 

you get help with employability skills, and finding internships? 

 

http://www.opendays.com/
https://www.opendays.com/advice/what-questions-should-i-ask-at-open-days
https://www.opendays.com/advice/what-questions-should-i-ask-at-open-days
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Admission Tests 

Some universities and colleges require students to pass an admission test as well as standard 

qualifications if they are applying for courses in certain subjects. 

Do you know what admission tests these abbreviations stand for? Research the answers: 

BMAT: MAT: 

ELAT: MML: 

GAMSAT: STEP: 

HAT: TSA: 

LNAT: UKCAT: 

 

Entry requirements 

Entrance requirements vary considerably; make sure you apply for a range of universities. For 

example if you are hoping for an A* AA in your A Levels next year, then apply to at least one 

university with lower requirements, which will be your insurance choice e.g. AAB. Be realistic; look at 

appropriate courses based on your estimated grades.  

Most students will apply for roughly the same course in all five choices. You only get one personal 

statement on UCAS Apply, but if, for example you are applying for medicine and can only choose 4 

courses in medicine – for the fifth choice you can send the university a separate personal statement. 

Seek careers help if you have widely different courses listed. 

Does the university interview for your course? 

Some universities will invite you to an interview, course open day (or an audition) which we would 

strongly recommend you attend. This varies across subjects and universities. (We will help to prepare 
you for interviews during the year). 

Going to university abroad 

Useful websites include: 

 www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/international/studying-abroad/ 

 www.astarfuture.co.uk/ 

 USA -  www.fulbright.org.uk/ 

 Australia https://www.goabroad.com/study-abroad/search/australia/study-abroad-1  

 Europe – www.studyportals.eu  

 

Private universities e.g. Pearson’s or BPP 

To check if a private university or college is on the government “Approved” list i.e. is fully inspected for 

quality go to http://www.qaa.ac.uk/reviews-and-reports  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/international/studying-abroad/
http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/international/studying-abroad/
http://www.astarfuture.co.uk/
http://www.astarfuture.co.uk/
http://www.fulbright.org.uk/
Australia
http://www.studyportals.eu/
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/reviews-and-reports
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3. The UCAS Process: Overview 
 

See https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/filling-your-ucas-undergraduate-

application 

UCAS is the university application system. You can apply to up to five different universities. Your form 

gets sent to each of the five, but they don’t know who else you have applied to, and there is no order 

of preference. You make a personal statement as part of your UCAS application form, where you 

write about yourself and why you want to do the course. 

Each university will consider your application, along with your GCSE results and, if you have any, AS 

grades, and the school’s reference. They may offer you a conditional place (you would have to get 

certain specified grades), an unconditional place, they may reject you, or they might invite you for 

interview or extra tests. 

Once all your universities have made a decision to offer you a place or reject you, then you have to 

decide which one of the offers to firmly accept. That means that you are committed to going there if 

you get the grades. This is called your Firm offer. You can also choose an Insurance offer – this will 

(usually) have lower grades, so that if you miss your firm offer, you might still get into your insurance. 

You have to discard any other offers apart from these two. The date at which you need to accept or 

reject depends on your application and your choices so may be different to your peers. 

You can check on the status of your application using UCAS on-line tracking system. UCAS will send 

this information to you when you apply. If you get five rejections, then you can make another 

application (it’s called UCAS extra). 

The University gets your results before you do, and then on A Level results day, hopefully your results 

will be good enough and either your firm or insurance university will confirm your place. If no, you 

have to go into the clearing process. 

If your results are better than expected, there is also an option to try for a place at a more prestigious 

university – this is called UCAS Adjustment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/filling-your-ucas-undergraduate-application
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/filling-your-ucas-undergraduate-application
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4. My UCAS Planning Sheet 
 

Name:________________________________________ Guardian:__________________________ 

My career aim(s) are: 

 

 

 

 

My predicted grades are: 

 

Subject Subject Subject Subject 

    

 

My short list of subject(s) / course(s) that I would like to apply for include: 

University Course Notes 

   

   

   

   

   

 

I have researched the courses and universities (prospectus, websites, open days).       Please tick 

 

Brief notes on key information from my research to help me shortlist further. 

 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Course & Code University Grades Needed 

 I have made my 
5 choices and 
have checked the 
UCAS entry 
profile to find the 
grades needed. 

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    

                                                                                                                                      Please tick 

I have drafted my Personal Statement 

I have found out about Gap Years 
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I have found out about tuition fees and financial support for students including 
Finance or grants, bursaries, scholarships and special support/students with disability 

You will need to have an idea of your geographical preferences so it is often a good idea to 

know the location of a university first by looking at a map. 
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University Open Day Preparation Sheet 

Book your place. 

You will need to book your place and try and make sure that the Open Day you are attending is 

relevant to the course of your choice. Give yourself plenty of time too as you don’t want to end up on 

the wrong campus and you may want to have a good walk/drive around the area. 

I will attend the following open days: 

 

1._________________________________________________________________ 

2._________________________________________________________________ 

3._________________________________________________________________ 

4._________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do some research. 

Any open day is a great opportunity to ask any questions about the specifics of a course or university. 

Do as much research as possible in advance from prospectuses or on-line or by phoning the 

universities direct. 

Prepare some questions. 

During an open day you will have the chance to mix with existing students and staff; it is a perfect 

chance to find out what it might really be like to study and live there. 

Questions I will ask? 

See https://university.which.co.uk/advice/open-days/top-questions-to-ask-at-a-university-open-day 

for some example questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://university.which.co.uk/advice/open-days/top-questions-to-ask-at-a-university-open-day
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Admission Tests 

Some universities and colleges require you to pass an admission test as well as standard 

qualifications if you are applying for courses in certain subjects. The details for some of these tests 

are provided below. 

 

BioMedical Admission Test (BMAT) For entry to medicine, veterinary medicine and 
biomedical science courses 

English Literature Admission Test (ELAT) For entry to English courses at the University of 
Oxford 

Graduate Medical School Admission Test 

(GAMAST) 

For graduate entry into medicine and dentistry 
courses. 

History Aptitude Test (HAT) For entry to all degrees involving history at the 
University of Oxford. 

The National Admissions Test for Law (LNAT) For entry to law. 

Mathematics Aptitude Test (MAT) For entry to mathematics or computer science, 
or a joint honours degree involving 
mathematics at the University of Oxford 

Modern and Medieval Languages Test (MML) For entry to modern and medieval languages at 
the University of Cambridge. 

Sixth Term Examination Papers (STEP) For entry to mathematics at the University of 
Cambridge and University Warwick. 

Thinking Skills Assessment (TSA Cambridge) For entry to computer science, natural sciences, 
engineering, economics, land economy and 
politics, psychology and sociology (PPS) at a 
number of University of Cambridge colleges 

UK Clinical Aptitude Test (UKCAT) For entry to medical and dental schools. 
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5. Student Finance 
Tuition Fees and Loans 

Universities and colleges can charge tuition fees up to £9,250 a year for full-time students £6,935 for 

part-time students). A Tuition Fee Loan is available to cover the cost of tuition, which does not have to 

be paid back until you start earning over £25,000 a year. The tuition Fee Loan is not dependent on 

household income and is paid directly to university or college. 

Student Finance Calculator 

The calculator gives an indication of what might be available for student loans and grants, as well as 

scholarships and bursaries from your place of study. The estimate is based on the information you 

give so the more detail you can provide the more accurate the estimate will be. 

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-calculator  

Living Costs 

Maintenance Loans (repayable) 
 

 Available to help with living costs such as food, accommodation and travel. 
 A loan will be available if you live away from home and study outside London. 
 A larger loan will be available if you live away from home and study in London. 
 Dependent on household income. 
 Paid to student in termly instalments. 

 

Student Finance Explained - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QMI62eTDBwU 

 

Students with a disability 

 
Disabled Students Allowance (DSA) provide extra help to students who have an impairment, health 
condition or specific learning disability. There is a range of help available including paying for 
specialist equipment or a non-medical helper such as a note taker. The financial assistance is non-
repayable and not affected by household income. 
 
More detailed information is available at: https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowances-dsas  
 

Bursaries and Scholarships 

 
Most universities and colleges offer students direct financial help in addition to any student 
loans and grants through bursaries and scholarships. These are paid each year and you 
don’t have to pay them back. They are often granted on academic excellence, though can 
also be gained if you have special circumstances. Make sure you spend time researching 
this area on university finance and degree course pages, as it may benefit you greatly. 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-calculator
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QMI62eTDBwU
https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowances-dsas
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6. Gap Years 
How do I manage my gap year in terms of UCAS? 

1. Apply at the same time as everyone else but for a deferred entry. This is the most sensible option 

for most. If your results are good, you will have obtained your university place before your gap 

year starts. If you results are disappointing, you can withdraw and start a new application. 

2. Apply in the autumn term after you receive your A Level results.  
 

Why do students consider taking a gap year? 

 It is fun to spend a year getting up to the kind of things you may never get a chance to do again. 

 You want to ‘pause’ to consider what you want to do in the future. 

 You might gain experience and skills that will bolster your application or future job prospects. 

 You can earn some money. 

What can I do in my gap year? 

Gap years cover a wide range of activities: 

 Travelling. 

 Work – paid or voluntary. 

 Community or charity work. 

 Au pairing. 

 Teaching English as a foreign language abroad. 

 Retaking your exams 

 Reapplying to find a better course or university. 

 Learning a language. 

 Starting a business. 

 Writing a novel. 

 Or anything that appeals to you, but don’t waste your time. 

Useful website links for Gap Years: 

 www.gapyear.com - general advice and other links. 
 www.projecttrust.org.uk - a long-established project abroad gap organisation. 
 www.etrust.org.uk -  The Year in Industry – Paid work placements in the UK before University 
 www.wwv.org.uk  - Worldwide volunteering (1.6 million vacancies worldwide, including the UK – 

call WWV for help with your database search, as it’s a big site. 
 www.csvcommunitypartners.org.uk/ – Community Service Volunteers (paid community 

placements. The UK’s largest volunteering and training organisation). 
 www.campamerica.co.uk – Paid work in summer camps of all kinds in the USA. 
 www.volunteerics.org – VSO ICS Programme, worldwide, delivered by a number of partner 

charites. 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gapyear.com/
http://www.projecttrust.org.uk/
http://www.etrust.org.uk/
http://www.wwv.org.uk/
http://www.campamerica.co.uk/
http://www.volunteerics.org/
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Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


