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Dear Year 8 Parents/Carers 

I hope you are keeping well and managing as best you can in these challenging 
times. As you may remember we undertook an extensive review of the curriculum 
earlier this year and after consultation with all relevant stakeholders we have made 
some changes to the Y9 curriculum and as a result the options process is now 
different to that of previous years.   

The process of selecting your child’s GCSE/Level 2 options will now take place 
during the Spring term of Year 9. Moving options choices from Year 8 to Year 9 will 
enable pupils to make better informed choices about which subjects they are 
interested in studying further and I, together with the subject leaders, will give you all 
the information you need to help you make these decisions nearer the time.  

The exciting change for your child next year is the introduction of our new Liberal 
Arts program, which replaces the Art/Music/Drama part of the lower school 
curriculum. We have put together a varied list of creative, enriching modules, from 
which your child can choose three. Each module lasts a term so pupils change to a 
new module at the start of each term. Full information about the program and 
descriptions of each module can be found in the Liberal Arts booklet which is 
attached to this email and can also be found on the school website within the 
Curriculum section. Please note that those pupils who have been attending the 
Mandarin Enrichment classes on Tuesdays after school with Ms Geng and wish to 
choose Mandarin as a GCSE option should tick Mandarin as their first and only 
Liberal Arts choice as this course will continue for the whole year in order to prepare 
them for starting GCSE in Year 10. 

Over the next three weeks please read through the booklet with your child and 
submit their Liberal Arts choices, together with two reserve choices on the online 
form. I will do my best to give every child their preferred choices but I may need to 
use their reserve choices if some courses are in high demand. Please consider 
carefully the order in which they choose their subjects as I will use this as your order 
of preference. The deadline for submission is Wednesday 20 May and choices 
should be made through the online form on the school website here. Please be 
reassured that I will deal with all forms after 20 May and not on a first-come-first-
served basis.  

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me on 
elaine.sharp@smmacademy.org. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Elaine Sharp 
Assistant Headteacher: Timetabling and Options 
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