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St Mary Magdalene Academy is a vibrant school.  At 
its heart are a clear focus on academic achievement 
together with a commitment to developing globally-
minded citizens who are happy and successful.

Sponsored by the London Diocesan Board for Schools, St Mary 
Magdalene develops the moral and spiritual values and skills of all 
our young people.

Please come and walk around the school on a working day to see 
what a welcoming and purposeful community we are.

Victoria Linsley, Headteacher

Welcome

“Show by a good life that 
your works are done by 
gentleness born of wisdom.”  
James 3.13

‘happy & 
     successful’ 



The curriculum is thoughtfully planned and resourced to 
ensure pupils develop good learning habits from Year 7.  
Teaching staff are exceptionally well qualified and expected 
to plan with both inspiration and progress in mind in order to 
get the best out of every child.  GCSE Options classes from 
Year 9 onwards are kept to no more than 25 and all core 
subjects are taught in sets.

Curriculum

“Teaching is well organised and effective. 
Teachers explain things clearly, question pupils 
in a thought-provoking way, and make sure 
that work set is well suited to the pupils’ needs.”  
Ofsted





The Sixth Form is academically selective and has consistently been ranked in the top state 
schools at sixth form by the national press.  A full range of A Levels and the Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ) are offered as well as significant opportunities for volunteering, extra-
curricular activities and wherever possible, a residential experience. 

The Sixth Form is a brilliant mix of students from St Mary Magdalene, joined by roughly half the total number from 
other London schools and International schools.

The Sixth Form

“I just wanted to write and thank you and all the staff at 
SMMA.  As you know, Sophie is soon off to do her degree, 
something that seemed almost unreachable two years 
ago when she started with you.”  Year 13 Parent

“The highest result of education is tolerance.”
Helen Keller



“The highest result of education is tolerance.”
Helen Keller



“Enrichment is fun and a chance to build up my 
personal statement for university.”  Year 9 pupil



Enrichment activities are an important part of 
life at St Mary Magdalene and all pupils have 
the opportunity to participate in an enormous 
variety of clubs and enrichment activities.  
For example, the Duke of Edinburgh Award, 
sports, drama productions, chess, debating, 
Formula E and ceramics.

Enrichment



As a result of our investment in music over the 
past decade, the Academy has a thriving music 
department.  Orchestras, ensembles, concerts and 
showcase events enable our young musicians to build 
their skills, repertoire and performance experience.  
Advanced and intermediate band and choir add to 
the rich variety of classical instruments.  The School 
of Rock is also based at the Academy and together 
with a huge musical theatre production and exciting 
workshops with professional orchestras, the music 
department is a very busy part of the school.

Music







Pastoral care is well thought out with a House system which encourages pupils to 
mix across year groups and creates a small school feel.  Our ‘flagship’ Guardian 
Groups of 15 pupils, rather than a conventional form group of 30, underpins our 
philosophy to nurture pupils, notice their qualities, celebrate successes and support 
them to develop.  Happiness is important to us.  Our motto ‘Show by a good life that 
your works are done by gentleness born of wisdom.’ from James 3.13 is at the core 
of our pastoral system. 

Well-being

“My child loves being at St Mary Magdalene.  
The friendships she has formed, the support 
and hard work from the staff have had such a 
positive impact on her learning as well as her 
overall well-being.”  Year 7 Parent



St Mary Magdalene has an extensive 
‘Inspire’ programme which is 
designed to stretch the most able 
pupils.  Masterclasses, often delivered 
by university academics or those at 
the forefront of their profession, take 
place at least half-termly.  We are a 
Confucius Classroom School which 
means we have been recognised as 
a centre of excellence for teaching 
Chinese Language.  Mandarin 
language classes run through Years 
7-13.  St Mary Magdalene is also an 
Affiliated Arkwright School, committed 
to promoting STEM subjects and 
identifying, nurturing and inspiring 
future leaders in engineering.

Inspire







We have a substantial programme with external partners, 
most significantly Deloitte Consulting who run or support 
a large number of projects in school including leadership 
training for our Year 10 and 11 pupils and weekly current 
affairs reading and discussion sessions.  Developing 
leadership potential and contributing positively to both 
our school community and the broader global community 
are an important part of our educational vision. 

External Partners

“Pupils behave safely and very well without needing 
excessive supervision.  They are friendly, thoughtful and 
considerate to each other.  They are happy to talk about 
their learning and recognise that the school is doing its 
very best to help them do well.”  Ofsted



FAQ

What is the homework structure 
at SMMA?

Homework builds study skills and a 
capacity for independent learning 
that are essential for success in 
examinations and beyond.  Pupils 
are expected to complete regular 
homework to a high  standard.  
Thorough assessment enables work to 
be targeted and the right amount of 
support and challenge to be included 
in lesson planning.

1

Are places only available for students 
within a certain distance?

As a reflection of our firm commitment to 
academic excellence, there are 21 places 
offered to the pupils who score most highly in 
an aptitude test for special Governors’ Places 
in Year 7.  These places have no distance 
criteria.  

2

Does the Academy have pupil 
leadership positions?

There are Prefects in Year 11 and 
Student Leaders in the Sixth Form.  In 
addition, each House has a House 
Captain and each year group has 
School Council representatives.

3

What is the entry Criteria for the Sixth Form?

All applicants are interviewed to discuss 
subject choices.  A typical conditional offer 
is 7 strong GCSE grades including English and 
mathematics and higher grades in chosen A 
Level subjects.

4

Fact file

Headteacher: Victoria Linsley
Address: St Mary Magdalene Academy, 475 
Liverpool Road, Islington, London N7 8PG
Tel: 020 7697 0123
Website: www.smmacademy.org
Type of school: Mixed Church of England 
Academy
Age range: 5-19
Places available: 210 in Year 7
Nearest station: Highbury and Islington
Specialism: Humanities and Global 
Citizenship 
Sixth Form: Academy Sixth Form offers a full 
range of A Levels and the EPQ
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