
 

 

Teal Salmon Butty 

Last updated: 28 May 2020 

 

Monday 1 June 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Arrangements for a phased return to school 

 

I would like to begin by offering a huge ‘thank you’ for supporting the school over recent 

weeks and for supporting your child with their home learning.  Please do not hesitate to 

contact your class teacher if you require further help with home learning. 

 

Our number one priority is the health and safety of our children, their families and our 

staff.  We have been undertaking thorough risk assessments, based on Public Health 

advice to enable our children to return when the risk assessment shows it safe for the 

whole community to do so. This will be a phased approach and will be closely monitored.  

We have regular updates from Islington and will use all information to make decisions in 

the best interests of the community.  Plans may change at the last minute and we ask for 

your cooperation and understanding in this. 

 

Presently we understand that the local R rate is lower in London and lower still in 

Islington.  Therefore, we plan to continue with our cautious phased opening for Year 6 at 

the end of this week as follows with up to 10 pupils in each ‘hive’.   

 

Monday 
1st June and 
Tuesday 2nd 

June 
 

School will be closed for ALL pupils  
These two days will be used for staff training in preparation for 
reopening.  Remember for some staff it has been over two months 
since they have been in the building and we all need training on new 
routines, new technology and to finalise preparation of spaces and 
equipment. 

Wednesday 
3rd June 

 

School re-opens for the children of identified critical Key 
Workers and Vulnerable groups (not in Year 6).  
All places MUST be booked in advance.  We will not be accepting 
bookings without notice as we need to plan staffing by pupil 
numbers.   You can do this through our online form available here: 
http://www.smmacademy.org/1529/primary-key-worker-booking  or 
by emailing primaryadmin@smmacademy.org 
If you believe you are a new key worker, you will need to send 
through proof of this from your employer.   Places for key worker 
children are for those children where there is no one else at home to 
look after the child.  
We will use this day to go through with pupils the new rules in using 
the building as prior to this they have been using the secondary 
entrance and exit. 
All children should wear school uniform please from this date.  
Key Worker and vulnerable children then have ongoing childcare 
from 8.45am until 3.30pm in their own distinct hive (group).  
Increased numbers mean we will operate two separate hives. 

http://www.smmacademy.org/1529/primary-key-worker-booking


Thursday 4th 
June 

 

Key Worker and Vulnerable children in 
Year 6 class re-opens to Hive 1 only 
All children should wear school uniform. 
They will arrive staggered between 8.45am and 9.15am 
They will be collected or depart between 2.30 and 3pm  

Friday 5th June Key Worker and Vulnerable children in 
Year 6 class re-opens to Hive 2 only 
All children should wear school uniform. 
They will arrive staggered between 8.45am and 9.15am 
They will be collected or depart between 2.30 and 3pm 

Monday 8 June 
– Thursday 11 

June 
 

Key Worker and Vulnerable children in 
Year 6 Hive 1 and 2 in 
All children should wear school uniform. 
They will arrive staggered between 8.45am and 9.15am 
They will be collected or depart between 2.30 and 3pm 

Friday 12th 
June 

Key worker and vulnerable children only.  No Year 6. 
This day will be used by the Year 6 class teacher for their PPA and 
to keep up with the online learning for the rest of the Year 6 cohort 
who are at home.  This will also be used as a time to help prepare 
for the next cohort of children returning, if that decision has been 
made. 

 

Parents of pupils in Year 6 who confirmed they did want a place will be contacted today 

to let them know which ‘hive’ they are in and their staggered start times.  If you did not 

confirm that you wanted a place and you have now decided you do, please email 

primaryadmin@smmacademy.org   Please be aware that we may not be able to 

accommodate your request at late notice. 

 
Our schools will also continue to be open for: 

 

 Children of critical workers 

 Vulnerable pupils: those with a EHCP, with a Social Worker, or those with 

vulnerability to whom the school have decided to offer a childcare place. 

We must have notice in advance of those key worker children as this impacts on rotas and 

rooms in use.   

 

We are very much looking forward to seeing our children once again. However, I would 

like to stress that, we are unable to operate a full service for children and families from 

the beginning of June as we need to match small groups of children to staff available to 

keep adults and children safe. While it will not be business as usual, we will endeavour to 

ensure that the offer for children and families is of the highest quality.   We will continue 

to review the arrangements we have implemented and update you with any changes as 

and when we make them. 

 

 



 

Maintaining a safe school environment 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate to you of the preventative measures the 

school has put in place in order to minimise the spread of infection. 

 

Based on the latest public health and national advice, the following actions for infection 

control are in place: 

 There will be coronavirus infection control measures information posters around the 

school 

 We will be encouraging good hygiene by promoting the importance of handwashing 

for at least 20 seconds with warm water and soap in the following circumstances: 

- Before leaving home 

- On arrival at school 

- After using the toilet 

- After breaks and physical activities 

- Before food preparation 

- Before eating any food, including snacks 

- Before leaving school 

- At regular intervals throughout the day 

 Installation of hand sanitisers throughout the school – outside every classroom and 

at key movement points e.g. in the playground at the bottom of stairs 

 Ensuring pupils and staff understand that they must cover their cough or sneeze 

with a tissue, then throw the tissue away 

 Ensuring frequently touched objects and surfaces are cleaned and disinfected more 

regularly than usual 

 Preparing ‘packs’ of equipment for each child so they do not have to share pencils 

etc 

 Calling NHS 111 if someone becomes unwell, isolating any unwell people in a 

separate room, and providing a separate bathroom, where possible 

 Telling staff to stay at home for seven days if they develop symptoms of 

coronavirus or until a test result is negative for coronavirus 

 Providing staff training on PPE, rubbish disposal, mental health and well-being 

As an important part of our school community, I would ask that you continue to 

encourage good infection control practices, such as thorough handwashing, at home and 

keep your child informed about the things they can do to discourage the spread of 

infection. 

 

In line with the current NHS and government advice, you should keep your child at home 

if they develop coronavirus symptoms for a period of seven days, unless they test 

negative for coronavirus.  Symptoms include a high temperature or a new, continuous 

cough. Where symptoms continue after seven days, or begin to worsen, you should call 



111. If someone in your child’s household has symptoms, your child must self-isolate for 

14 days from the day the other person’s symptoms started. This is because it can take 14 

days for symptoms to appear. More information regarding symptoms and actions can be 

found on the NHS website (https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/). 

All staff and students who are attending an education or childcare setting will have access 
to the national testing programme if they display symptoms of coronavirus, and are 
encouraged to get tested in this scenario.To access testing parents will be able to use the 
111 online coronavirus service if their child is 5 or over. The government has now 
expanded testing availability for children aged under 5, to help support the phased 
opening of schools and childcare settings in England from 1 June. For further information, 
please use the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-nhs-test-and-trace-service 

Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class or 

group within their childcare or education setting should be sent home and advised to self-

isolate for 14 days. The other household members of that wider class or group do not 

need to self-isolate unless the child, young person or staff member they live with in that 

group subsequently develops symptoms. 

If you think your child may have been exposed to or has coronavirus, or if your child 

receives a positive test result for coronavirus, please contact the school at the earliest 

opportunity. 

 

Arrangements for the start and end of the school day 

 

The beginning and end of the school day are the busiest times for children and adults 

congregating together in one place and maintaining safe distances within normal 

arrangements can be a challenge. We have implemented the following measures for when 

pupils return to school: 

 

- Families will be given a staggered drop off time in the morning.  Pupils should 

arrive through the main gates.  There will be marks on the floor to help you keep 

distance.  Staff will be there to greet you and to point pupils to wash their hands 

before they enter the building.  Parents will not be allowed into the school site and 

will say goodbye outside.  It is important that parents then move off so that the 

entrance does not get busy. 

- At the end of the day, the school gates will be opened.  Parents are asked to arrive 

at a staggered time and wait in the playground distanced from staff and one 

another.  A staff member will then dismiss your child to you.  You must then move 

on.  

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-nhs-test-and-trace-service


Arrangements for break times and lunchtimes 

 

We recognise the importance for all pupils to have a break from learning and to enjoy 

time outside during the school day. Reconnecting with friends will be an important aspect 

of pupils settling back into school life, but we have made some adjustments to break and 

lunch times.  

 

- Different ‘hives’ will have break times separately.   While we will not be allowing 

children to play on the frames, Mr Standing is working on leading some outside 

games for pupils to enjoy which will help maintain distancing. 

- There will be a limit on the number of children in the hall having lunch at the same 

time and they will be sat at staggered tables. We may, if the weather is suitable, 

eat with the children outside. 

- For the moment, the school catering company will provide ‘packed’ lunches.  You 

will be asked to confirm whether you are ordering one of these in advance for 

numbers.  Your child may bring their own lunch but will need to take all items back 

home with them for disposal. 

School events 

 

Please note all onsite Summer term events have been cancelled. 

 

Transition from Year 6 to Year 7 

 

We recognise that this is a really important time for our Year 6 pupils as they are 
preparing for secondary school in September.  We will still be doing everything that we 
can to support these pupils to be ready.  This includes: 

- Liaising closely with our secondary schools to make sure they know all of the 

important information about your child. 

- Providing bespoke lessons and guidance for Year 6 pupils about transferring to 

secondary school.  

We will answer any questions that they have and support them with any anxieties so that 
they can make the best possible start.  
 

Support for pupils and families 

 

We do not underestimate how difficult the recent weeks have been for us all and we all 

will have been touched in some way by the coronavirus pandemic. We recognise the need 

to focus on pupils’ emotional wellbeing as well as their return to learning.  

 

Parents may wish to seek support for themselves from the following support agencies: 

 



 Islington Bereavement Service https://www.stjh.org.uk/our-services/community-

services/islington-bereavement-service 

 CARIS Bereavement Service https://www.carisislington.org/ 

 Children’s Services Contact Team Social on 020 7527 7400 

 For information and advice regarding issues of domestic violence please use the link 

below to access a range of services in Islington 

o https://directory.islington.gov.uk/kb5/islington/directory/results.page?qt=do

mestic+violence&term=&sorttype=relevance  

 Samaritans – call free 24 hours a day on 116 123  

 Shelter provide free confidential information, support and legal advice on all 

housing and homelessness issues if you call 0330 0536 083 (please note, this is not 

a free phone number and your call will be charged). A free webchat is available at 

https://england.shelter.org.uk/get_help/webchat 

 

I hope that these arrangements provide you with the information you need to support 

your child to return to school and once again please do not hesitate to contact us if you 

have any questions or concerns. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Luzmore 

Headteacher SMMA Primary 
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https://www.carisislington.org/
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