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27 September 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Reception Baseline Assessment 

From this year moving forwards, the Department for Education’s Standards and Testing 

Agency (STA) have introduced a Reception baseline assessment. As stated in the STA 

Reception baseline assessment framework document: 

The purpose of the reception baseline assessment is to provide an on-entry assessment 

of pupil attainment to be used as a starting point from which a cohort-level progress 

measure to the end of key stage 2 (KS2) can be created. The reception baseline is not 

intended to:  

• provide on-going formative information for practitioners  

• be used in any way to measure performance in the early years, evaluate preschool 

settings or hold early years’ practitioners to account  

• provide detailed diagnostic information about pupils’ areas for development  

The assessment will fall under Ofqual’s regulatory framework for national assessments. 

Miss Nagra will be conducting the assessment one-to-one with all children in Reception 

Class over the next three weeks. The assessment consists of practical tasks, using 

physical resources and includes carefully designed routing that helps to prevent pupils 

from being presented with too many activities in which they are unlikely to be successful. It 

also helps to reduce the time required for the assessment and the possible loss of 

motivation that pupils may feel if they are unable to complete an activity. The reception 

baseline is an age-appropriate assessment of mathematics and literacy, communication 

and language (LCL), that is delivered in English. It is clearly linked to the learning and 

development requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage.  

Please find attached the Reception baseline assessment privacy notice and for more 

information on the assessment you can visit:  

www.gov.uk/government/publications/reception-baseline-assessment-framework 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
 
 

Adam Berridge 
Deputy Headteacher & Literacy and Assessment Lead 

http://www.smmacademy.org/

