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St Mary Magdalene Academy is a vibrant 
school.  At its heart is a clear focus on academic 
achievement together with a commitment to 
developing globally-minded citizens who are 
happy and successful.

Sponsored by the London Diocesan Board for Schools, St Mary 
Magdalene develops the moral and spiritual values and skills 
of all our young people.

Please come and walk around the school on a working day to 
see what a welcoming and purposeful community we are.

Victoria Linsley, Academy Headteacher
John Reardon, Academy Deputy Headteacher

Welcome

“Show by a good life that 
your works are done by 
gentleness born of wisdom.”  
James 3.13

‘happy & 
     successful’ 



The curriculum is thoughtfully planned and resourced to 
ensure pupils develop good learning habits from Year 7.  
Teaching staff are exceptionally well qualified and expected 
to plan with both inspiration and progress in mind in order to 
get the best out of every child.  GCSE Options classes from 
Year 10 onwards are kept to no more than 25 and all core 
subjects are taught in sets.

Curriculum

“Leaders provide pupils with an aspirational and 
balanced curriculum, from the Reception Year to the 
Sixth Form. They have given careful thought to what 
they want pupils to know and remember throughout 
their time in the school. High expectations for all form 
the basis of leaders’ work.”  Ofsted



The Sixth Form is academically selective and has consistently been ranked in the top state 
schools at sixth form by the national press.  A full range of A Levels and the Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ) are offered as well as significant opportunities for volunteering, extra-
curricular activities and wherever possible, a residential experience. 

The Sixth Form is a brilliant mix of students from St Mary Magdalene, joined by roughly half the total number from 
other London schools and International schools.

The Sixth Form

“I just wanted to write and thank you and all the staff at SMMA. 
As you know, Joe is soon off to do his Geography degree at 
Cambridge, something that seemed almost unreachable two 
years ago when he started with you.” Year 13 Parent

“The highest result of education is tolerance.”
Helen Keller



Enrichment activities are an important part of 
life at St Mary Magdalene and all pupils have 
the opportunity to participate in an enormous 
variety of clubs and enrichment activities.  
For example, the Duke of Edinburgh Award, 
sports, drama productions, chess, debating 
and ceramics.

Enrichment

“Enrichment is fun and a chance to build up my 
personal statement for university.”  Year 9 pupil



As a result of our investment in music over 
the past decade, the Academy has a 
thriving music department.  Orchestras, 
ensembles and regular concerts and 
showcase events enable our young 
musicians to build their skills, repertoire and 
performance experience.  Advanced and 
intermediate band and choir add to the 
rich variety of instruments on offer; musical 
theatre productions and exciting workshops 
with professional orchestras and musicians 
mean that the music department is a very 
busy part of the school.

Music



Pastoral care is well thought out with a House system which encourages pupils to 
mix across year groups and creates a small school feel.  Our ‘flagship’ Guardian 
Groups of 20 pupils, rather than a conventional form group of 30, underpins our 
philosophy to nurture pupils, notice their qualities, celebrate successes and support 
them to develop.  Happiness is important to us.  Our motto ‘Show by a good life that 
your works are done by gentleness born of wisdom.’ from James 3.13 is at the core 
of our pastoral system. 

Well-being

“Pupils said their school is like a family. They like the way that 
they are welcome to arrive early and stay late. During this 
time, pupils may study or do additional activities with their 
friends. Pupils said that they are happy in school. If bullying 
happens, pupils are confident to report it. This is because 
teachers act swiftly to deal with concerns.” Ofsted



St Mary Magdalene has an extensive 
Inspire Programme. Masterclasses, 
often delivered by university 
academics or those at the forefront 
of their profession, take place at 
least half-termly.  We are a Confucius 
Classroom School which means we 
have been recognised as a centre 
of excellence for teaching Chinese 
Language, we are also a hub school 
for the government’s Mandarin 
Excellence Programme.  Mandarin 
language classes run through the 
Academy from Reception to Year 13.

Inspire



We have a substantial programme with external 
partners, most significantly Deloitte Consulting who run 
or support a large number of projects in school including 
leadership training and weekly current affairs reading and 
discussion sessions.  Developing leadership potential and 
contributing positively to both our school community and 
the broader global community are an important part of 
our educational vision. 

External Partners
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sports fixtures 
per year in 12 
different sports150O
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r

extra-curricular 
clubs per year40O
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Number of students
on roll (11-18) Teaching Staff 

 per year raised for 
charity by pupils£5,000O

ve
r

Pupils studying 
Mandarin336

Books in 
Library20,000

hours of pupil 
volunteering per year793

=1242 =90



Headteacher: Victoria Linsley

Address: St Mary Magdalene Academy, 
475 Liverpool Road, Islington, London N7 8PG

Tel: 020 7697 0123
Website: www.smmacademy.org
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