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Dates for Autumn Term 

November 

Mon 19—Year 4 Horniman Museum 

Wed 21—Year 1 Parent lunch 

Wed 21—Year 5 trip to British Museum 

Thur 22 Year 5 PTSA cake sale 

Fri 23—Year 4 Class Assembly 3pm 

Thur 29—Non-uniform day for PTSA 

Fri 30 Nov—Year 5 Class Assembly 3pm 

December 

Thur 6—PTSA Christmas Fair  

Fri 7—KS2 Pantomime trip 

Mon 10 Dec—music assembly (violin and 

piano) 9.10am 

Fri 14—Nativity Rec, Yr 1 & 2 

Fri 14—Christmas dinner and jumper day 

Tue 18– Keyboard assembly 9am 

Tue 18—Rec and KS1 Pantomime trip 

AM 

Tue 18—KS2 Carol Concert 5.30pm St 

Mary Magdalene church 

Thur 20—last day of term. Finish at 

1.30pm 

Tortoises Holiday in Reception Class 
As the winter draws in our school tortoises 
need to move indoors for warmth and so   
arrived in Reception class.  After meeting the 
tortoises, the children have decided to      
rename them Bruno and Undertow! We’re 
sure they’ll have a lovely stay with the     
children looking after them. 

Last week’s     
attendance      

figures 

In this week’s assemblies, Ms O’Reilly organised 
for each class to share their learning from Black 
History Month. This is explored in more detail on 
page 3 and 4 of this newsletter which we hope 
you will read. On Thursday, Sarah told the       
children about Queen Esther who when Jews in 
her land were being persecuted had to make a 
difficult choice as she was unknown to the King 
Jewish herself. She showed integrity by            
petitioning the King on their behalf and saved 
them from persecution. 

Notices from the office 
Please return Scholastic book orders to the 
school by Monday 19th November.  Debit 
card payments only. 
Please keep up regular payments for school 
journey (Year 5 and 6) and check 
Parentpay for outstanding club/trip         
payments.  Thank you 

Polite reminder that no longer allow 
children to bring in sweets and 
cakes for birthdays.  This was due 
to concern about being able to       
regulate the number of treats that 
children were consuming. If food things arrive 
at school, we will send them home.  We do   
celebrate birthday with the children in            
celebration assembly each week.  Thank you. 

http://www.smmacademy.org


Writing moderation and staff      
sporting success! 
On Tuesday, all the teachers went to 
visit St Marks, one of our Islington 
Deanery (church) schools for a  writing 
moderation session.   Teachers from 
the other schools spend the evening 
discussing standards of writing and 
sharing good practice.   This is an     
excellent opportunity for teachers in 
small schools to keep developing their 
practice.  
Afterwards SMMA had a friendly game 
of five a side against St Marks which we 
were delighted to win convincingly 20-5!  
While all the team made us proud,    
player of the match goes to Mr Spencer 
for his skills as a goalkeeper! 
We also have a staff netball team going 
at the moment and look forward to   
sharing news of their future victories in 
their league. 

Berridge on 
the ball! 

The pre-match photo 



Black History Month at SMMA Primary 2018 

Black History Month takes place every October nationally. Our respective Units of Inquiry were 

perfect ways to discuss, investigate and celebrate Black history in a deeper and more meaningful 

way. Examples of work completed by all classes are on display in the assembly hall and in our 

Black History month scrapbook. 

In Reception class, children learnt about each other and how they were all     

individuals. They read the story of Elmer and discussed the moral of the story 

and the different colours on Elmer and within the class. The class talked about 

hair colour, eye colour, skin colour and they also discussed how families are all 

different. They realised that they were all 

unique and amazing. For Black History 

Month, the story of Elmer was linked to      

renowned   figures of Black History such as 

Rosa Parks and  Jesse Owens. The children 

also produced art,  making their own Elmer 

and buses for Rosa Parks. Finally, the children had a race like     

Jesse Owens and watched some videos on Jesse Owens and 

other famous Olympians.  

The children in Year 1 learnt about Black History Month in connection with 

their Unit of Inquiry in which they were looking at how to stay active and   

different ways of doing exercise. The class  looked at the history of the 

Olympic Games and some famous black athletes who have competed in 

them. They also found out why Tommie Smith and John Carlos held a     

silent protest during the medals ceremony 

against the racial segregation in   America. The children chose to 

learn a bit more about Usain Bolt’s life and achievements. They 

found out that he is from Jamaica, so they invited Miss Baker-

Spencer whose family is from Jamaica to Year 1 to tell them more 

about her country. We also watched some videos of him compet-

ing. In literacy, the children wrote questions and learned how to use 

question marks. The children wrote down their questions that they 

would like to ask Usain Bolt. 

 

In Year 2, children were finding out peaceful relationships and in particular  about 

the life of Nelson Mandela. They used drama to 

explore how Nelson Mandela might have felt 

during different times of his life and they have 

made posters which could have been used for 

peaceful protests. After all that, they imagined they were Nelson 

Mandela  and wrote letters to South African Citizens telling 

them how he felt after just being released from prison.  



The children in Year 3  were learning about societies and their 

social structures. To do this, the children went back in time to 

the American Civil Rights Movement. They learnt about the 

lives of Nina Simone and Martin Luther King to see the impact 

they had in changing society. From this, they then moved to 

present day to see the contrast to how things are now. They learnt about 

Barack Obama and how he came to be   president of the United States. In 

English, the  children wrote formal letters to both him and Sadiq Khan to ask 

questions to help them find out more about them; their jobs and their heritage.  

Year 4’s central idea was how “ various physical and human 

characteristics affect how cities develop around the world.” This led 

to discussion of immigration to Britain, particularly of the Windrush 

generation.  The class considered why Britain needed immigration 

in the years after the war and created 

their own advertisements to persuade        

passengers to board the Empire Windrush. Children also imagined 

what life might have been like to travel across the world to a strange 

land, even imagining what they would have packed. The English   

lessons culminated with writing    letters as a child who had just    

arrived in Britain home to their grandparents in Jamaica.  The chil-

dren also learned about  discrimination and about some local people who made an effort to stand 

up against discrimination. In  particular, they learned about how the 

efforts of the Bristol Boycott resulted in changes to the law. Lastly, 

the children researched their own “Black History heroes,”   creating 

beautiful portraits and fact files about each of these trailblazers in 

society. 

Year 5 celebrated Black History Month by studying an important black 

figure from modern history: Barack Obama. The class spent a sequence of 

Literacy lessons researching Barack Obama,  looking at his place in the 

black history of the USA, discussing the civil rights movement and those   

important black historical figures that came before him such as Martin      

Luther King and Rosa Parks. As a result of this work, each child has written 

an information text that looks at the early life of Barack Obama, his place as 

America's first black President and his life outside the White House.  

Year 6 was working around the central idea of 

“finding peaceful solutions to conflict leads to a better quality of human 

life.” The class looked at many global conflicts in recent history (including 

Rwanda, Eritrea, Ethiopia, US Civil Rights Movement, apartheid in South 

Africa) and chose which conflicts they   wanted to research. They then   

produced artwork which told the story of these conflicts in effective and   

often provocative ways. The class also             

investigated the life of    Mahatma Ghandi and 

how he is an example of how non– violent action 

can change societies for the better. The children 

then wrote detailed biographies of him and produced portraits of him.  


