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March 
Tues 12—Rec, Y1 and 
Y2 Fluoride varnish 
Fri 15—Red Nose Day—see flyer 
Tues 19—Y2 trip to London Docklands 
Tues 19—No swimming for Year 4 
Wed 20 - KS2 Magic Show  
Thu 28- Y3 Cake Sale 
Thu 28- Shakespeare Performance day 
April 
Mon 1- Y5 Bikeability 
Tue 2- Last swimming session for Y4  

Fri Last day of term – Finish 1:30pm 

Last week’s punctuality figures New dates in red 

This week’s HEROs: 
Reception - Scarlett 
Year 1 - Ella 
Year 2 - Archie  
Year 3 - Samuel 
Year 4 - Ayo 
Year 5 - Alisha 
Year 6 - Fardin 

Reception 3  

Year 1 6 ↑ 

Year 2 1 ↓ 

Year 3 4 ↑ 

Year 4 10 ↑ 

Year 5 5 ↑ 

Year 6 10 ↓ 

Year 1 and 2 trip to OAE 
Year 1 and 2 thoroughly enjoyed listening to and 
taking part in the OAE concert. They listened to 
Mozart's symphony, learned the story behind it 
and also some facts about his life,  

No swimming for Year 4 on Tuesday 19. 

After school clubs 
There should be no chocolate, sweets 
etc given to pupils for snacking before 
after-school clubs.  Please respect this 
as it is unhelpful for others who are    
trying to encourage children to snack 
healthily.   

PTSA KS1 Magic Show 
On Thursday after school children from KS1 
and their families were treated to a magical 
extravaganza from Magic Circle member, 
Amigo!  What a treat it was and we are     
really looking forward to the KS2               
performance in a couple of weeks time.  

Attached to this newsletter and in all students’ 
book bags is an important letter from myself and 
Ms Linsley, the headteacher of the secondary 
school about school funding.  We hope that you 
will take time to read this. 

http://www.smmacademy.org


This week’s assemblies, 
Matt from Hope Church 
told the school about how 
God values all we are    
doing even when we are 
relaxing.  He spoke about 
how often we celebrate 
people when they are    
doing things, but no-one 
congratulates us when we 
are having a rest!  But that 
rest is important in making 
us resilient.  It helps us to 
grow and learn and that it 
is important to take time to 
rest.  

Dr Lambert visits Year 3! 
Yesterday, Year 3 had a 
visit from Dr Chris    
Lambert who helped   
finish off their unit about 
the human body, by     
answering lots of     
questions and talking us 
through the recovery of a 
child that he treated. 
Thank you Chris for such 
an  interesting and          
informative visit!  
Ms Ing 

On World Book Day pupils were treated to our now traditional 
secret story telling, where staff acted out the voices of different 
characters in The Gruffalo, each class had a paired reading 
session and we all gathered in the hall to check out which 
book characters we could spot.  A super effort from the staff at 
the school too! 

Very sadly, there are times for those who 
work in the public sector who are subject to 
challenging conduct from members of the 
community they work in.  I would like to   
remind all in our community that staff are 
here to do a job and work as professionals 
in the best interests of your child and the 
other pupils in the school.  While this may 
at times lead to uncomfortable conversa-
tions, we would expect that respect is given 
to the professional view of the teacher. 
Staff are often seeking support from        
parents over a particular issue and the out-
comes for pupils are better when all com-
municate openly.  Thank you Ms Luzmore 



Concept driven curriculum 
Following on from last week’s newsletter about transdisciplinary themes, this week we are 
sharing information about the concepts which drive our wider curriculum.  The concepts that 
are central to the curriculum are presented in the form of key questions.  It is these questions 
which when used by the teacher and students, that shape the unit giving it direction and         
purpose.  When viewed as a set of questions, the concepts form a research tool that is both 
manageable and open-ended.  They place no limits on breath of the exploration but offer a    
introduction to a way of thinking about teaching and learning. Exploration and re-exploration of 
concepts lead students towards an appreciation of ideas across disciplinary boundaries.   

Each key concept is       
presented here with: 

  
The concept 
The key concept question pre-
sented here are in their most 
basic form 
A definition 
  
 

  
The understanding that everything 

has a form with recognisable       
features that can be observed, iden-

tified, described and categorized. 

The understanding that knowledge 
is moderated by perspectives;      
different perspectives lead to       

different interpretations,               
understanding and findings;        

perspectives may be individual, 
group, cultural or disciplinary. 

   
The understanding that there are 

different ways of knowing, and that 
it is important to reflect on our     
conclusions, to consider our      

methods of reasoning, and the 
quality and reliability of the         

evidence we have considered. 

The understanding that we live in a 
world of interacting systems in which 
the actions of any individual element 

affect others. 

The understanding that people make 
choices based on their                 

understandings and the actions they 
take as a result do make a          

difference. 

   
The understanding that things do 

not just happen, that there are 
causal relationships at work, and 
that actions have consequences. 

 

The understanding that change is 
the process of movement from one 
state to another.  It is universal and 

inevitable. 

The understanding that everything 
has a purpose, a role or a way of 

behaving that can be investigated. 


