
 

 

September Re-Opening Logistics 
 

As a community, SMMA very much looks forward to welcoming back our pupils in September. Our driving principles are 

the following: 

1. The health, safety and wellbeing of all members of our community 

2. Our continued commitment to ensuring that all pupils receive a rich educational experience 

3. Contingency planning and readiness to return to distance learning in the event of a local lockdown or second 

wave. 

The DfE guidelines make allowance for a reasonable amount of interpretation and so the Senior Team reserve the right 

to make changes accordingly. 

Whilst we will do all we can to facilitate a COVID free environment, the success of this relies upon individual members of 

our community taking responsibility for their actions and making reasonable attempts to mitigate against transmission.  

DfE guidance for Schools Re-opening can be found here:  

Specific guidance for parents is located here 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term


 

 

Questions and Guidance for September Re-Opening 

1 What will happen to support the 
Academy’s return in 
September? 

 The Academy will have undergone a thorough deep clean following guidance from the 
DfE. All classrooms will be set out in the direct instruction style of teaching with desks 
facing the front in rows except where fixed furniture and room configuration or practical 
subjects do not permit. 

 Staff will receive INSET training on responding to the current situation and will be advised 
on guidance and steps to take to keep all members of our community safe. 

 Each Year Group will receive an induction session about the changes to our ways of 
learning. 

 The Headteacher and Deputy Headteachers will have written letters to parents outlining 
the COVID related changes.   

2 What is the Academy’s position 
on masks and visors? 

 The Academy has provided staff with reusable masks and visors, they may choose to 
wear these whilst teaching. 

 On entering the building pupils must wear masks until they reach their seat in a 
classroom. Masks can be plain or pattered but without slogans or fashion branding. 

 Pupils must particularly wear masks when queuing or transitioning between lessons. This 
is because these are the only encounters albeit brief which will take place outside of the 
year group bubbles in an enclosed space.   

 Pupils are not permitted to wear masks inside classrooms once they are at their desks, 
the DfE advises against this for reasons that are apparent.  

3 How has SMMA responded to 
the “social distancing” 
guidelines? 

 The Academy has placed pupils into “year group bubbles” pupils will remain in these 
bubbles for their classes and Family Time. The guidelines also permit membership of 
more than one bubble so long as they are fixed and their composition recorded.   

  The DfE has stated that pupils passing each other briefly in a corridor or playground is a 
relatively ‘low risk’ practice but that large groups should be avoided. The Academy has 
suspended our Vertical Tutoring system and House Assemblies: pupils will have break in 
Upper and Lower school groups.  

 Pupils will have lunch in the same format as previous years. Year 9,10 and 11 between 
12:30 and 13:30 and Year 7 and 8 between 13:30 and 14:30 



 

 

 Pupils will only be permitted to use the staircases in single file and will not be allowed to 
walk along the corridors at more than two abreast.  

 There will be a fixed and centrally held Seating Plan for each Class to ensure that this 
information can be readily produced and handed over to the Local Health Protection 
Team.  

 The Academy will actively enforce the one way system we have in place and discourage 
pupils from interacting outside their year group bubbles during transitions; inevitably, 
there will be some cross-year group interaction when transitioning throughout the school 
between lessons and the guidance from the Government is that this poses a minimal risk 
of transmission.  

4 What are the arrangements for 
break and lunchtimes? 

 Pupils have been strongly encouraged to bring in a packed lunch. 

 The canteen will now only issue packed lunches to reduce queuing times. 

 The Academy has purchased additional picnic tables and benches to facilitate “al fresco” 
dining with its attendant low risk of transmission. 

 The Academy has instituted a basketball club in the Sports Hall at Break based on a year 
group rota to increase the number of available spaces for pupils and thereby facilitate 
social distancing. 

 The Forum/Dining area has been divided into thirds. Year groups have been allocated to 
each third and must take their lunch and remain in these thirds when in the Forum.  

 To aid the above, the Academy has added an additional till under the clocks. 

 Year 11 Prefects and Sixth Formers will continue to be allowed offsite as normal.  

5 What additional hygiene steps 
is SMMA taking? 

 The Academy has employed an additional cleaner to clean critical areas on a schedule 
throughout the day.  

 Toilets will be cleaned thoroughly in line with DfE guidance. 

 The Academy has installed a bank of taps and a hand washing trough in the playground 
and pupils will be reminded regularly of the need to wash their hands. 

 30 additional hand sanitiser stations have been installed around the school site 

 The Academy has also purchased alcohol wipe dispensers which are held by each 
classroom teacher.  



 

 

6 Will there be any change to the 
start and end of the school day? 

 Pupils are to arrive no earlier than 8:20 and go straight to their Period 1 Classroom, take 
out their reading book and read whilst awaiting the start of lessons at 8:40. 

 The Liverpool Road gate is exclusively for the entry and departure of pupils in Years 7-9. 

 The Sheringham Road gate is exclusively for the entry and departure of pupils in the Years 
10 and 11. 

 Breakfast Club will continue to take place and begins at 8am each day. Pupils attending 
Breakfast Club must enter through the Main Reception.  

 Pupils are to go straight home at the end of the day and minimise cross-year group 
interaction particularly at the shops unless attending clubs.   

7 Will pupils be expected to wear 
their school uniform? 

 Yes. The Government guidelines advise that pupils wear their uniforms. The requirement 
for a daily change and laundering of clothing is no longer in place  

 Pupils in Year 7 to 9 must attend school in their PE kit and blazer on any days when they 
are scheduled to have a PE lesson. They will remain in their kit for the entire day. 

8 Will there be sporting provision?  The Academy is awaiting advice from the Government regarding a return to competitive 
fixtures. Sports teams may continue to train within their “year group bubbles”. 

9 What about assemblies?  We have suspended house assemblies and moved pupils into horizontal Family Groups. 
This means that assemblies can proceed as pupils will be in their “year group bubble” 

10 What will happen if my child is 
in self-isolation or quarantine? 

 Pupils will be directed to utilise the SMHW and Google Classroom resources. 

 The DfE has issued guidance which states that such absences will be considered 
authorised and carry no risk of penalties.  

11 What will happen if a pupil 
shows symptoms of possible 
COVID-19, such as a high 
temperature? 

 Pupils will be isolated until collected and taken home. We have a Local Health Protection 
Team and will notify them and follow the guidance issued. The Academy will have been 
provided with test kits. Those who have been in close proximity to them will be notified 
and required to stay at home until test results are known. 

12 What will happen if there is a 
confirmed case of COVID-19 in 
the Academy? 

 The Academy will notify the Local Health Protection Team and follow their guidance.  



 

 

13 What if SMMA has to close due 
to a second wave of COVID-19? 

 As part of our contingency planning for such an event, we have appointed a member of 
staff to lead on “Home Schooling” to evaluate our provision, lead on best practice and 
ensure that we are ready to deploy an intelligent and worthwhile digital education.  
  

14 Can children bring in their own 
tissues and hand gel? 

 Yes. Pupils are encouraged to do so. Parents are advised that the alcohol gel provided by 
the Academy is alcohol-based and of sufficient strength to kill the virus and so may cause 
skin irritations in some. Children with sensitive skin or allergies may wish to bring in their 
own alcohol gel. 

15 What about the teaching of 
music? 

 The Academy is following the Government guidance on this score and the teaching and 
practice of some instruments may be subject to specific guidance 

16 Will there be afterschool clubs?  Yes, it is our intention to continue to run these activities within specified groups.  

17 What about the risk of 
transmission through the 
sharing of 
equipment/resources and the 
marking of books? 

 Pupils have always been expected to attend school with their own equipment and the DfE 
discourages oversharing. That said, DfE guidance permits the sharing of classroom-
based resources and advises regular cleaning.  

 Staff will continue to take in and mark books in line with the Academy marking policy. 
They will be reminded to wash their hands before, during and after marking books. 

 

 

 

 

 


