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Information for Parents 
 

Your child is about to enter a more demanding stage of their education: Key Stage 4. This 

Key Stage requires the study of a wide range of mainly GCSE and Level 2 Award subjects 

leading to important public examinations at the end of the three years. 

Our three-year curriculum gives time to study these subjects in a little greater depth than 

normal and provides the opportunity for enquiry based approaches to learning. Ultimately 

we believe this will give your son or daughter the best opportunity to achieve the grades 

necessary for A Levels in our Sixth Form or on a good course elsewhere. 

The majority of pupils will follow 9 subjects. Five of these from the compulsory core, which 

all pupils will study. The other 4 subjects can be chosen. Of these, Box A, is limited to either 

Geography, History, French, German or Spanish and the other three are a free choice. 

There are opportunities to take more or less than 9 GCSEs or Level 2 Award Courses but 

this will be discussed with the selected pupils on an individual basis. 

You will receive more information on these subjects at the Options Evening on – Tuesday 

20 February, 6pm – 7.30pm where you will also be able to collect the Options form. 

Options forms should be handed in by Friday 2 March. Your child’s completed options form 

will be checked by a senior member of staff to make sure they are playing to their 

strengths and choosing a balanced range of subjects. We may contact you to arrange a 

brief meeting if we feel some further discussion might help secure the right combination of 

subjects for your child. Similarly if you would like to come into school to discuss your child’s 

option choices, please indicate that on the form and we will arrange a meeting with a 

senior member of staff. 

We do our best to ensure that your child gets the option subjects they have chosen. 

However there may be situations when the combination of subjects chosen does not fit into 

the timetable. Also on rare occasions a subject may not run if not enough pupils choose it. 

In either case we may need to use your child’s reserve choices so do please fill these in on 

the options form and give them careful consideration too. 

This booklet has been put together as a workbook and information book to help your child 

make the right choices for him/her. Do please take the time to help your child work through 

the tasks to better support them. 

Should you have any questions in the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs 

Elaine Sharp (Director of Learning: Timetabling) at the Academy at 

Elaine.sharp@smmacademy.org  

 

 

 

mailto:Elaine.sharp@smmacademy.org
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Information for Pupils 
 

Welcome to Key Stage 4 
 

At St Mary Magdalene Academy, we aim to provide opportunities for every pupil to achieve 
their very best potential. Key stage 4 option choices are important and there are many 
factors and influences that may affect and inform these choices. Remember that your 
performance and interests now may affect your future choices of career or further 
education. Think about who you are and what you want to do, rather than what you think 
you should do or what others think you should do.  

We provide a core curriculum, that all pupils take, but also give you free choice of many 
subjects. By giving you four option choices we ensure that you have a good breadth of 
subjects, however some pupils may be advised to take three option choices and MCS 
(Multiple Certificated Studies). This will be discussed with individual pupils before the 
Options Evening after February half term. 

 

Using this Booklet 
 

To help you choose the right subjects please ready through this booklet carefully. There are 

also a number of tasks for you to complete. These will help you think about careers you are 

interested in and assist you in thinking about the subjects you are considering. You should 

aim to complete these tasks before the Options Evening on Tuesday 20 February. 
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Advice to pupils when choosing their options 
 

When choosing your options you should carefully read the subject information in this 
booklet and keep the following advice in mind: 

 Consider your current attainment level in each subject 

 Your future career interests 

 Take responsibility 

 It’s your decision 

 Be pro-active, seek advice 

 Find out as much as you can 

 Do not be influenced in your choice by what your friends are doing 

 Follow your interests; it is good to do things you like 

 Be prepared to be continually learning new things throughout your life 

 

Some pupils make option choices they later regret because: 

 They select subjects to be with their friends, even though this may not happen if 

there is more than one class in this subject 

 They choose subjects because they like the teacher they have for this subject in 

Year 8. There is no guarantee that they will get this teacher in Year 9  

  They don’t read the course properly and don’t understand the requirements 

 They take advice from only one person 

 They don’t think their course choices through thoroughly 

We realise that these decisions can be difficult, but urge you to consider very carefully. After 
all, it’s YOUR future. 

Reserve choices  

After you have chosen your four options we ask that you choose two reserve choices. We 
do everything we can to give you the choices you want but there might be a need to use 
one of your reserve choices. This would happen if a subject wasn’t running because not 
enough pupils have chosen it or if the combination of subjects clashed when put into the 
timetable. Please think carefully about your reserve choices as you need to be sure that 
you want to study these subjects too. 

Changing options 

It is important that you make the correct choices as it is only in exceptional circumstances 
that we will allow you to change your options, and then only if there is space available in 
the group you wish to move to. Your parents will need to write to Mrs Sharp or Mr Reardon 
in order for you to be considered for an option change. No pupil will be allowed to change 
options after the first half term (October 2018) of year 9.  A pupil can only change options if 
the groups they wish to move to are not full. 
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Careers Advice – Careers Education, Independent Advice and 

Guidance (CEIAG) 
 

Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance programs make a major 
contribution in preparing young people for opportunities, responsibilities and experience of 
life. They help young people make decisions and manage transitions as learners and 
workers. 

The Academy will support you to make KS4 and Post 16 choices through Family time, PAL 
(Preparaton for Adult Life) lessons, drop down days, online platforms and the careers 
advisors. 

This year you will be introduced to the online platform for careers advice called Fast 
Tomato, which is part of the well-established Morrisby online careers guidance service. 
This is the most widely used careers guidance services approved by government for quality 
careers advice. This online guidance provides a wealth of careers, course and subject 
information, coupled with independent adviser support, to inspire you and help you make 
informed decision about your future. 

Once you have logged on at school you are free to use this platform to explore by 
yourselves or with your parents/carers advice. 

My Fast Tomato username________________________________________________ 

My Password___________________________________________________________________ 

Date of login on Fast Tomato Notes 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSEs, Level 2 

Award,  

Careers and  

your future 
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Understanding the new GCSEs and Level 2 Awards 
The grading system has changed for GCSE qualifications. Instead of the A*-G grading, 
pupils will now be graded numerically on a scale from 9 to 1 with the U grade remaining 
for candidates who fall below that level (see below). The government has called grade 4 a 
‘standard pass’, while grade 5 is considered a ‘strong pass’. The proportion of pupils 
achieving a grade 4 is the same as those achieving a C in the old system. A grade 7 is set 
at the same level as the old grade A and grade 9 awarded to the top 20% of pupils who 
get a grade 7 or higher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level 2 Award qualifications are graded Pass, Merit or Distinction – a Pass is equivalent to 
a Grade ‘C’ at GCSE, a Merit = Grade ‘B’ GCSE & a Distinction is = to an ‘A’ at GCSE.  

Currently to gain entry into our 6th form pupils need to get at least grade 4 in 
English/Maths, 5 in 5 other subjects, with level 6 in each of the subjects they wish to study 
at A Level. 

As you are a aware we will continue to track your progress throughout KS4 using the 
graph (below) which helps us make sure you are following the right ‘flight path’ for you and 
therefore achieving/exceeding your potential. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember if you work hard in lessons and do extra work on top of your homework you 
can exceed your flight path! 
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Advice to pupils considering university education 
 

The Russell Group, which represents the UK’s 24 leading universities have said that 

although A Level performance is their primary consideration, they will also look at your Key 

Stage 4 performance. Individual universities set their own admissions criteria but please be 

aware: 

 All universities require GCSE 4-9 grades in English Language and Maths 

 Most universities require students to achieve 5-9 in five GCSE or Level 2 Award 

courses (to include English and Maths) 

 Russell Group universities do not insist that students have the EBacc (English 

Baccalaureate) which comprises grade 5 or more in English, Maths, Science, a 

modern foreign language and History or Geography, however, they expect them to 

have a good balance of subjects so it is advisable that pupils considering higher 

education achieve the EBacc by choosing History/Geography and a modern foreign 

language.  

 

Pupils can get further information on university courses and entry requirements 

from the UCAS website www.ucas.com . This has links to individual universities 

where detailed course information can be found. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ucas.com/
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Completing the Options form 
 

You will all need to study GCSEs in Maths, English (Language and Literature) and Combined 

Science. Information on these subjects are contained in this booklet. In addition there are 

two non-examined subjects; Core PE and PAL (Preparation for Adult Life). Together these 

form the Compulsory Core. 

 

On the Options form there are a total of six choices to be made. For the first choice 

you will need to choose one from the following list: 

 

Box A 

Geography GCSE    

History GCSE 

French GCSE 

German GCSE 

Spanish GCSE 

 

 

 

The other 3 choices can be anything from this list: 

Box B 

Art & Design GCSE 

Drama GCSE 

Design & Technology GCSE or Level 2 Award 

to be confirmed 

French GCSE 

Geography GCSE 

History GCSE 

Hospitality & Catering Level 2 Award 

Mandarin GCSE 

Media Studies GCSE 

Multiple Certificated Studies (non-examined) 

 

Music GCSE 

Music Technology Level 2 Award 

PE GCSE 

Performing Arts Level 2 Award 

Philosophy of Religion GCSE 

Sociology GCSE 

Spanish GCSE 

Sports Science Level 2 Award 

Triple Science GCSE 

 

 

You will also need to choose 2 reserves from Box B 
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Tasks for you to do 

 

1. Read through the options booklet and make a list of questions you may have about your 

GCSE option choices. 

Q: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Q: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Q: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Q: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Q: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

2. Look at the copy of the Options Form at the back of this booklet. List the subjects that         
interest you: 
 
 
Subject 1:  ______________________________________________________________ 

Subject 2: ______________________________________________________________ 

Subject 3: ______________________________________________________________ 

Subject 4: ______________________________________________________________ 

Subject 5: ______________________________________________________________ 

Subject 6: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. For each option, complete a sentence to answer the questions overleaf: 
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Subject 1: _______________________________________________________________ 

(a) What are the assessment requirements? 

 

 

(b) How well are you currently doing in this subject (mid-year grades) if appropriate? 

 

 

(c) Does this subject provide easy access to careers you have shown an interest in? 

 

 

(d) Who else should you consult to gain further information on this course? 

 

Subject 2: _______________________________________________________________________ 

(a) What are the assessment requirements? 

 

 

(b) How well are you currently doing in this subject (mid-year grades) if appropriate? 

 

 

(c) Does this subject provide easy access to careers you have shown an interest in? 

 

 

(d) Who else should you consult to gain further information on this course? 
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Subject 3: _______________________________________________________________ 

(a) What are the assessment requirements? 

 

 

(b) How well are you currently doing in this subject (mid-year grades) if appropriate? 

 

 

(c) Does this subject provide easy access to careers you have shown an interest in? 

 

 

(d) Who else should you consult to gain further information on this course? 

 

Subject 4: _______________________________________________________________________ 

(a) What are the assessment requirements? 

 

 

(b) How well are you currently doing in this subject (mid-year grades) if appropriate? 

 

 

(c) Does this subject provide easy access to careers you have shown an interest in? 

 

 

(d) Who else should you consult to gain further information on this course? 
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Subject 5: _______________________________________________________________ 

(a) What are the assessment requirements? 

 

 

(b) How well are you currently doing in this subject (mid-year grades) if appropriate? 

 

 

(c) Does this subject provide easy access to careers you have shown an interest in? 

 

 

(d) Who else should you consult to gain further information on this course? 

 

Subject 6: _______________________________________________________________________ 

(a) What are the assessment requirements? 

 

 

(b) How well are you currently doing in this subject (mid-year grades) if appropriate? 

 

 

(c) Does this subject provide easy access to careers you have shown an interest in? 

 

 

(d) Who else should you consult to gain further information on this course? 
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4. You may not yet know which career you want to pursue or which courses you wish to 
study post-16. Even if you think you know what you want to do, you may change your mind! 
That’s okay! It is important to ensure you have a balance of different types of subjects so 
that you don’t limit your future choices at this stage. Do you have a balance of subjects? 
Are you limited your choices post-16? Have you thought about the EBacc? 
 
Some pupils may be sure of what they want to do post-16 and may wish to specialise. 
Consider the following implications carefully. 
 
Look at your options choices. Do you have a good range of subjects? 
 
   Yes     No     
 
What are the disadvantages/advantages of your option choices? 
 
Advantages: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Disadvantages: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Look through the options timeline. Make sure you understand the flowchart and are 
aware of the final decision date! 

 
 
 

Discuss your answers with your parent/carer 

Remember, this is only the start of the options programme. You must consult widely 
and gather as much information as possible over the next few weeks. 

This is an important decision that will affect your future. Take your time and make the 
right choice. 
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D W/C ………… Thursday 25 January – Y8 Parent Evening 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D W/C ………… Week commencing …………February Workbook launched and 

assemblies 
 

 

Tuesday 20 February - Y8 Options Evening 

Showcase of subjects and a chance to speak to  
Heads of Department 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D W/C ………… Week commencing …………February Workbook launched and 

assemblies 

 
 

 

Options timeline 
 

 
 

 

 
  Monday 29 January – Friday 2 February 

  Options Assemblies  
Monday - Thursday Period 3 

Friday Period 1 

 
 
 
 
 
                                        
 

Monday 5 February – Friday 19 February 

  Workbook Research 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 2 March – Deadline for Y8 Options Forms 
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Compulsory Subjects 
 

 

 

English Language 

English Literature 

Mathematics 

Combined Science 

Core PE 

PAL 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

Compulsory 

English 

Lit/Lang 
 

Maths 

Combined 

Science 

PE PAL 
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English Language  
 
GROUPING: Compulsory Core 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

 

The new English GCSE covers a diverse range of written genres over a period of three 
centuries. 
 

The qualification requires pupils to respond to texts in a perceptive and analytical 
fashion, with good accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 

Pupils will also be required to showcase their skills in writing to a particular brief. 
 

There will also be a speaking and listening component, offered as a separate 
endorsement to the GCSE grade. 
 

 

Assessment: 

 
- 50% Reading 
- 50% Writing (30% Written Expression 20% Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) 
- Untiered  
- Pupils examined on unseen texts 
- All three genres (novel/non-fiction/drama) covered 
- 19th, 20th and 21st centuries covered 
 

Speaking and Listening: 

 
This is offered as a compulsory endorsement to your son/daughter’s English Language 
GCSE. It will be given as a numerical score. 

Careers Information: English Language is prized by employers in the fields of 

journalism, teaching, law, advertising, public relations, copywriting and many more. 

Who to contact: Ms Chatterjee 
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English Literature 
 

GROUPING: Compulsory Core 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

This qualification requires pupils to respond to a range of challenging literary texts. 
Pupils will be awarded for their ability to respond in an insightful and grammatically 
accurate way.  
 
Pupils will develop the skills and confidence to be able to respond both to unseen texts 
and texts they have studied in class and in examination conditions. 
 

 

Assessment: 

 

- One Shakespeare play 
- One 19th Century novel 
- A selection of poetry since 1789 including Romantic poetry 
- Fiction or drama from the British Isles from 1914 onwards 
- 25% of marks allocated to comparative tasks – texts candidates have studied 

with their teachers as well as unseen texts 
- 5% Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

Careers Information: English Literature is prized by employers in the fields of journalism, 

teaching, law, advertising, public relations, copywriting and many more. 

Who to contact: Ms Chatterjee 
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Mathematics 
 

GROUPING: Compulsory Core 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

 

The importance of mathematics is recognised by the fact that it is compulsory for all 
pupils up to the age of 16. It helps develop the ability to tackle complex problems in a 
logical and systematic way.  
 

GCSE Mathematics builds on the skills that pupils have developed during Key Stage 3 
Mathematics which is divided into four key areas:  
 

- Number and Calculation 
- Algebra 
- Working with Data 
- Geometry and Measures 

 

We will continue to work on these areas whilst emphasising the links between them and 
building the pupils’ capacity to deal with unfamiliar problems.  
 
The aim of the course is to make pupils more aware of the role that mathematics will 
play in their everyday lives by presenting them with practical real-life situations they can 
solve by applying their mathematical knowledge.  
 

We will follow the new Edexcel linear course, meaning that the pupils sit exams at the 
end of Year 11.   
 

 
Assessment:   100% exam  

 

 
Careers Information: Maths is used widely in many employment sectors. The ability to 

problem solve, analyse data is a useful generic skill. Specifically pupils with good maths 
grades can go onto pursue careers in accountancy, banking, finance, insurance & 
science related professions.  
 

 
Who to contact:  Mr Lovelock 
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Combined Science 

 
GROUPING: Compulsory Core 

Qaulification: GCSE 

 

Combined Science is worth two GCSE grades and is made up one third biology content, 
one third chemistry content, and one third physics content. These two GCSEs will be 
awarded jointly at the end of the course in year 11.  
 

The biology content of Combined Science will include: 

 

- Cell biology 
- Transport systems in plants and animals 
- Infection  and response 
- Co-ordination and control in humans 
- Respiration  
- Photosynthesis 
- Ecosystems 
- Inheritence, variation and evolution 

 

The chemistry aspect of Combined Science will include: 

 

- Atomic structure 
- The periodic table 
- Structure, bonding and the properties of matter 
- Quantitative chemistry 
- Energy changes in chemistry 
- Rates of chemical reactions 
- Organic chemistry 
- Chemical analysis 
- Earth and atmospheric science 
-  

The physics aspect of Combined Science will include: 

- Energy 
- Forces and motion 
- Waves in matter 
- Light and electromagnetic waves 
- Electricity 
- Magnetism and electromagnetism 
- Particle model of matter 
- Nuclear radiation 

 

Assessment: 

Pupils will sit six exams at the end of year 11: two in biology, two in chemistry and two in 
physics. Each exam will be worth 16.7% of two GCSEs. 
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Career Information: This course is challenging and sufficient to enable pupils to apply to 

take A Level science subjects. In addition, anyone wishing to pursue further qualifications 
in health, fitness, or nutrition will find GCSE Combined Science extremely useful. 
 

Who to contact: Mr Goward 
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PAL (Preparation for Adult Life) 
Compulsory Core 

Non-examined 

 

 

Overview:  
 

This is a non-examined program of study with the aim of supporting all young people to stay                  
safe and prepare for adult life in modern Britain. Pupils will have one lesson per fortnight and         
over the course a range of topics will be covered including Relationship and Sex Education (RSE)        
and Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE), which includes topics such as 
 

 healthy bodies and lifestyles, including keeping safe, puberty, drugs and alcohol education; 

 healthy minds, including emotional wellbeing, resilience, mental health; 

 economic wellbeing and financial capability; 

 careers education, preparation for the workplace and making a positive contribution to 

society. 

 British Values 

 

RSE and PSHE are becoming statutory in all secondary schools from next year.  

Who to contact: Mr Ajagbonna 
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Option Subjects  

 
 
 

Art & Design GCSE 

Drama GCSE 

Design & Technology GCSE 

French GCSE 

Geography GCSE 

German GCSE 

History GCSE 

Hospitality & Catering (V Cert L2) 

Mandarin GCSE 

Media Studies GCSE 

Multi Certificated Studies 

Music GCSE 

Music Technology Level 2 Award 

PE GCSE 

Performing Arts Level 2 Award 

Sociology GCSE 

Spanish GCSE 

Sports Science Level 2 Award 

Philosophy of Religion GCSE 

Triple Science GCSE 
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Art and Design 
GROUPING: Box B  

Qualification: GCSE  

The skills you will develop doing GCSE Art will be varied.  Among them, you will develop a working 
knowledge of the materials, practices and technologies of Art. You will develop the skills to investigate, 
analyse and experiment using art, craft and design. You will develop your imaginative powers and 
the skill to express your ideas, feelings and meanings.  You will also develop an understanding of the 
language and conventions of art & design and an understanding of the place that art has in history 
and society. 
 

KS4 Curriculum:  

 

Personal Portfolio worth 60% of total qualification 

 
All classwork and homework contribute towards the final grade. Pupils study a range of artists from 
different times and cultures. Starting with the theme of Identity. Pupils will need to show evidence that 
they have met the 4 different assessment criteria: 
 
AO1 Develop: Researching artists and explaining the ideas and meanings behind the work 

AO2 Experiment: Trying out different materials and making improvements to work 

AO3 Record: Showing technical control, and describing and explaining the artist’s work. 

AO4 Record: Creating a final outcome for the theme, and making links between your work and the 

work of other artists. 

 
Externally Set Assignment worth 40% of the total qualification 

 

Set in February when pupils are in Year 11, pupils will complete work based on the theme given in their 
exam paper. 
The work is completed in lesson and homework time, with 8 weeks preparation time before their 10 
hour exam where they create their final work. This is completed in the art studio. Preparation work 
covers assessment objectives AO1, AO2 and AO3. The exam is AO4. The assessment criteria is the 
same as Unit 1. 
 
This course is suitable for pupils who are: 

 

- Keen to develop their visual drawing and making skills. 
- Believe they are ‘good at drawing’ or have an aptitude for the subject. 
- Already creative, enthusiastic and imaginative. 
- Able to sustain an investigation and concentrate for long periods of time. 
- Enjoy visits to galleries and museums. 
- Willing to experiment and take risks in their work. 
- Willing to review their progress and make improvements. 
- Keep up to date with homework as this course is heavy coursework based. 
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Assessment:  

 
All work from Year 9 onwards counts towards the final GCSE grade in Year 11. 
Coursework (Controlled Assessment): 60% Completed from Year 9 to 11. 
Exam (10 hour exam): 40% in Year 11. 

Careers for which this subject is useful: 

 

A wide range of careers including Animator, Art therapist, Ceramics Designer, Community Arts 
Worker, Exhibition Designer, Fashion Designer, Fine Artist, Furniture Designer and  
Restorer, Glass Blower and Designer, Graphic Designer, Illustrator, Product Designer, Interior 
Designer, Jewellery Designer, Make-Up Artist, Medical Illustrator, Museum/Gallery Curator, 
Photographer,  Printmaker, Production Designer, Theatre/Television/Film, Textile Designer and  Web 
Designer. 
 

Who to contact: Ms Mair 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

http://www.prospects.ac.uk/animator.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/art_therapist.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/ceramics_designer.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/community_arts_worker.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/community_arts_worker.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/web_designer.htm
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/web_designer.htm
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Drama 
 
GROUPING:  Box B 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

 

The new GCSE Drama Edexcel specification is a creative, challenging and rewarding course that 
requires commitment, creative vision, academic rigor and dedication. This course is designed to 
train you to be theatre makers and will ensure that you are able to create, perform and analyse 
theatre and performances to a high standard.  
 
It will challenge you both creatively and academically, whilst equipping you with many of the 
essential key life skills; including those needed to be successful in the work place and help develop 
excellent social communication skills. It will also prepare you for further studies in theatre and 
performing arts and support you in acquiring the essential skills to become theatre makers and 
theatre educators. 
 

Is this the right subject for me? 

 
If you enjoy: 

 

- Expressing yourself in an active and creative way 
- Working in and leading a group 
- Contributing your ideas and taking onboard those of others 
- Exploring ideas by putting yourself in other people’s shoes 
- Experimenting with characters in creative situations 
- Experimenting with styles of theatre 
- Creating your own drama work and performing in front of an audience 
- Exploring and performing plays written by playwrights 
- Watching live theatre performances and discussing their creative choices 
- Creating new and imaginative performances 
- Analysing creative choices for theatre 
- Exploring the rich history of theatre 

 

Then GCSE Drama is the ideal subject for you. 
 

Course Overview 

 

The specification has a clear, three component structure, with two practical components 

combined with written assessments and the third component being a written exam. 

 

The final examination focuses on two chosen plays which are both explored during lessons. 

One play will focus on analysing this as a live theatre production. The second play will be 

explored and students will apply their knowledge of the social, historical and cultural context 

of the play, performance skills, directing choices and theatrical design choices.  

 

We have retained our free choice of stimulus material and have an extensive set of play texts for 
each unit, thus giving flexibility to choose the most appropriate texts and themes for pupils  
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Will I enjoy this course? 

 
You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that is creative, explorative, practical and 
theoretical. You may have taken on a directing role, stage hand role, set design role or acting role 
in one of our many productions at the Academy and would now like to challenge yourself further 
and explore the creativity of drama as a specialist subject. You may have always wanted to 
participate in a production or our enrichments and now would like to create theatre, perform, 
direct, design costumes, build a set or operate and design the lights. You will enjoy this course if 
you like to work creatively and collaboratively with others as Drama involves a lot of group work. 
 

Assessment: 

 

What about exams? 

 
The examination for GCSE Drama is a written exam, which will be sat during the Summer term of 
year 11. It is worth 40% of the overall GCSE grade. The exam will require pupils to apply their 
knowledge of, directing, design, acting, play texts and analysing a live theatre production they have 
seen. 
 

Is there any coursework? 

 
The 60% coursework part of the GCSE Drama course consists of two practical components, which 
are both supported by written elements, for example an essay of reflection and analysis for one 
component. The written elements are worth 30% of the coursework and the performance elements 
are worth 30% of the coursework. One of these components will be internally assessed, whilst the 
other will be assessed by a visiting examiner. 
 

Careers Information: GCSE Drama will support almost all future careers due to the communication 

skills, creative thinking and social skills that you will develop throughout the course. In terms of 
future careers within the Performing Arts industry the opportunities are vast. Studying GCSE Drama 
could lead to a future career working as: theatre directors, actors, set designers, lighting and sound 
technicians, playwrights, theatre producers, outreach theatre practitioners, drama and performing 
arts teachers, theatre critics or working for a theatre company. It would also support careers within 
film, television and radio. 
 

Who to contact: Miss Farnfield 
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Design and Technology 
GROUPING: Box B 

 

EXAM BOARD: to be confirmed 

Level 2 Award or GCSE Qualification 

Overview: 

Design and technology courses enable pupils to develop their skills in designing, modelling 
and handling both materials and tools. Pupils will draw by hand and use computer software 
for their design work. They will also have the opportunity to make products in the workshop 
and to visit a range of off-site projects to help them understand the application of design and 
technology skills in the workplace. 
 
Pupils will gain knowledge and understanding of: 

 

How materials and products work together and are used in the built environment 

- Materials, stock forms and how to calculate quantities of materials for use in products, including 
consideration of tolerance and minimising waste 

- The properties and performance characteristics of components and materials in order to 
achieve functioning solutions 

- The types and properties of natural and man-made materials 
- The functions of mechanical fittings and devices, power sources and discrete and 

programmable components and how they can be applied to products 
- New and emerging technologies, including their impact on industries, society and the 

environment 
- The technical requirements needed to ensure the structural integrity and functional 

performance of products and structures 
- Specialist tools, techniques, processes, equipment and machinery, including computer-aided 

design and computer-aided manufacture 
- Alternative processes that can be used to manufacture products to different production scales 
- A range of scientific and mathematical principles relating to product design and construction. 

 

Assessment: 

 

To be confirmed when course details are approved by the DfE. However, this will include a blend of 
practical and examination assessment including: 

- Core technical principles 
- Specialist technical principles 
- Designing and making principles 

 

Careers Information: a range of construction industry careers, design and architecture, product design. 

Who to contact: Mr Croft or Mr Rowlatt 
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French 

GROUPING: Box A or B 

Qualification GCSE 

 
 

The French GCSE covers three specific themes which will apply to all the exams at the end of 
Year 11. Pupils are expected to understand and provide information and opinions about these 
themes relating to their own experiences and those of other people, including people in 
countries and communities where French is spoken. 
 

Identity and Culture 
 
This theme includes the topic areas of: me, my family and friends; technology in everyday life; 
free time activities and customs and traditions in French speaking communities. 
 

Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest: 
 
This theme includes and explores the topic areas of: home, town, neighbourhood and region; 
as well as social issues; global issues and travel and tourism. 
 

Current and Future Study and Employment: 
 
This theme includes the topic areas of: my studies; life and school or college; education at 
post-16; jobs career choices and ambitions. 
 

Pupils will undertake a range of activities in class related to the above themes to hone their 
ability in the skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking. 
 

Assessment: 

   

Reading:         25% of final grade, assessed externally 
Listening:        25% of final grade, assessed externally 
Writing:           25% of final grade, assessed externally 
Speaking:       25% of final grade, conducted internally and assessed externally 
 

Careers Information: French is a tool which can be applied in many professions and will add 

value to your role. It is highly valued by many employers especially as France is our nearest 
continental neighbour and many businesses have dealings with France. It is a widely spoken 
language in Europe, Africa and North America. French can be useful in finance, consultancy, 
sales, teaching and interpreting to name a few professions. 
 

Who to contact:  Mr Sheehan 

 
 

  



31 
 

Geography 
GROUPING: Box A or B 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

 

Geography gives pupils an understanding of the physical processes and factors that 
produce diverse and dynamic landscapes that change over time. This includes the 
interdependence of physical environments and the interaction between people and the 
environment, as well as the need for sustainable management of both physical and 
human environments. The GCSE consists of the following units: 

 

Living with the Physical Environment: 

 

- The challenge of natural hazards: Investigating tectonic hazards such as 
earthquakes and volcanoes and their effects on humans. The causes and effects 
of tropical storms. An extreme weather event in the UK. Evidence for and effects 
of climate change. 

- The living world: The characteristics and use of tropical rainforests and deserts. 
The impact of humans on these environments.  

- Physical landscapes in the UK: Physical processes and management of rivers, 
coasts and glacial landscapes.  

 
Challenges in the Human Environment: 

 

- Urban issues and challenges: How and why cities have grown in different parts 
of the world. Challenges and opportunities in a cities. 

- The changing economic world: Measures of levels of development. How 
differences in levels of development can be reduced, through strategies such as 
developing tourism. The UK economy.  

- The challenge of resource management: The demand and provision of resources 
in the UK. Management of food, water and energy. 

 
Geographical Applications 

 

- Issue evaluation: This part of the course is designed to develop skills in critical 
thinking and problem-solving. Pupils will need to analyse and evaluate 
information from a pre-release booklet on a geographical theme.  

- Fieldwork: Collection of field work data outside school at two locations, one 
investigating physical geography and one human geography. Understanding 
will be assessed in the Paper 3 exam. 

- Geographical skills: Pupils will learn a range of geographical skills such as map 
reading and interpretation of graphs and photographs.  

 

Assessment: 

Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment         1 hour 30 minutes 35% 
Paper 2: Challenges in the Human Environment    1 hour 30 minutes 35% 
Paper 3: Geographical Applications                        1 hour 15 minutes 30% 
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Careers Information: Geographers enter a very wide range of career areas and put 

simply there is no such thing as a geography job, there are jobs that geographers do. 
These include; conservation work, financial risk assessor, transport and logistics 
manager, marketing, charity officer, and the armed forces. More information can be 
found in the following website: http://bit.ly/RGScareers 

 

Who to contact: Mr Hesketh 

 

 

 

  

http://bit.ly/RGScareers
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German 
 
GROUPING: Box A or B 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

 

The German GCSE covers three specific themes which will apply to all the exams at the end of Year 
11. Pupils are expected to understand and provide information and opinions about these themes 
relating to their own experiences and those of other people, including people in countries and 
communities where German is spoken. 
 

Identity and Culture: 
 
This theme includes the topic areas of: me, my family and friends; technology in everyday life; free 
time activities and customs and traditions in German speaking communities. 
 

Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest: 
 
This theme includes and explores the topic areas of: home, town, neighbourhood and region; 
social issues; global issues and travel and tourism. 
 
Current and Future Study and Employment: 
 
This theme includes the topic areas of: my studies; life and school or college; education at post-16; 
jobs career choices and ambitions. 
 

Pupils will undertake a range of activities in class related to the above themes to hone their ability in 
the skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking. 
 

Assessment: 

   

Reading:       25% of final grade, assessed externally 
Listening:      25% of final grade, assessed externally 
Writing:         25% of final grade, assessed externally 
Speaking:     25% of final grade, conducted internally and assessed externally  
 

Careers Information: German is a desirable language in economics and business, and a sought-

after component of many university degrees. It is highly valued by many employers. Historians and 
those with political aspirations will find German a very useful second language.  
 

German can be useful in finance, consultancy, sales, law and interpreting to name just a few 
professions. 
 

 

Who to contact:  Mr Bell 
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History 
GROUPING: Box B 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

History helps pupils understand the world we live in today by studying the events, individuals and 
processes that have created it. As well as getting to grips with these fascinating stories, this subject 
also provides pupils with the skills to make their own enquiries into the past by examining evidence 
with a critical eye, and drawing their own conclusions about it.  
 
The course consists of four examined units: 

 

Unit 1: Medicine Through Time. Not for the squeamish!  In this thematic social history study, pupils 

will explore progress and developments in surgery, medicine, public health and scientific 
understanding of the human body over a 2000 year period. They will learn how sickness and 
disease and our responses to them have shaped human society since the Roman era. Pupils will 
also do an in-depth source study into surgery during the First World War.  
Pupils will sit a 1 hour 15 minute exam on this topic.  

 
Unit 2a: International Relations: The Cold War 1945-1991. For the first half of their period and 
British depth study paper, pupils will explore the era of the Cold War. They will discover the factors 
which led to the former alliance between the USSR and the USA to break down in mutual suspicion 
after World War Two. They will chart the development of terrifying nuclear weapons which 
threatened to destroy the world at the touch of a button, and the incidents which brought this 
situation close to reality.  
This unit is examined as the first half of a 1 hour 45 minute exam.  

 

Unit 2b: Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88. For the second half of their period and British depth 

study paper, pupils will learn about the influence of the longest-reigning Tudor monarch, Queen 
Elizabeth I. They will explore how religion, society and politics affected the first half of her reign and 
how she dealt with threats at home and abroad.  
This unit is examined as the second half of a 1 hour 45 minute exam. 

 

Unit 3: Germany 1919-1939. In this in-depth study, pupils will learn how Germany turned from the 

world’s fairest democracy into the world’s most infamous tyranny. They will investigate the 
devastating impact of the First World War on Germany and the resulting political, social and 
economic chaos that ensued.  They will explore the reasons why Adolf Hitler was able to exploit this 
turmoil to rise to power and build his brutal dictatorship. Finally, they will see what life was like for 
ordinary people under Nazi control.  
Pupils sit a 1 hour 20 minute exam on this topic. 

Assessment: 

Unit 1: 30% of the total GCSE marks: Written Paper – 1 hour 15 minutes 
Unit 2: 40% of the total GCSE marks: Written Paper – 1 hour 45 minutes 
Unit 3: 30% of the total GCSE marks: Written Paper – 1 hour 20 minutes 
 

Careers Information: Law, journalism, politics, publishing, education, public relations, media, 

heritage, curating. 

Who to contact:  Miss Manning 
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Hospitality & Catering  
GROUPING:  Box B  

Qualification: Level 2 Award 
 

Overview: This Level 2 Award Certificate in Hospitality and Catering is a well-regarded equivalent to a 

GCSE curriculum. The qualification is designed for pupils who have an interest in food and enjoy 
cooking. It will provide pupils with experience of using different cooking techniques and methods, as 
well as a basic understanding of the skills required for a career in the hospitality and catering 
industry. 
 

The course comprises of the following units:  

 

Unit 1:        The hospitality and catering industry (40% external exam) 
Unit 2:        Hospitality and catering in action (60% coursework) 
 

Pupils will gain knowledge and understanding of: 

 

- Nutrients and nutritional needs of specific groups 
- Cooking methods and nutritional impact 
- Menu planning 
- Environmental issues 
- Planning production  
- Suitability of dishes to different consumer groups 
- Use of different techniques to prepare commodities 
- Food safety practices 
- Presentation techniques 
- Quality assurance 
- Industry structure 
- Job requirements 
- Customer requirements 
- Safety risks and preventative measures 
- Food safety hazards, hygiene and food-related illnesses 

 

Please note that pupils are required to purchase their own ingredients in preparation for the 

practical tasks carried out in lessons. 

Assessment: 

 
Unit 1 (40% Externally Assessed Theory exam) pupils are required to sit a 90 minute exam (90 

marks) using a computer. The exam comprises of short and longer mark questions, with a focus on 
situational and real life scenarios in the hospitality and catering industry, requiring pupils to apply 
their answers to the case study. 
 

Unit 2 (60% Internally Assessed coursework) pupils must complete one internally assessed practical 

assignment in line with EDUQAS’s guidance and format. The current task is to research nutrients and 
their function within our bodies, propose four nutritional dishes for a bistro, plan production of two of 
these dishes and then prepare, cook and present two dishes that an apprentice would prepare and 
cook. You are required to produce a portfolio of evidence for the coursework. 
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Careers Information: This course provides learners with a core depth of knowledge and a range of 
specialist and general skills that will support their progression to further learning and employment 
within the hospitality and catering industry. This course leads perfectly into any Level 3 course 
focusing on Hospitality and Catering. Previous students have gone on to study at Westminster 
Kingsway, for example. It can lead into working in many different sectors within the Hospitality and 
Catering industry, for example; working in hotels, restaurant manager, as a chef, working in food 
production, food photography, food journalism, product development, sales or food science.  

Who to contact: Mr Burnett 
 

Catering 
 

Level 2 

Award 

 

food 
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Mandarin 

 
GROUPING: Box A 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

 

Why study Mandarin?  

 

- Mandarin is the most widely-spoken language in the world - nearly 1.4 billion people speak 
Mandarin including people in China, Singapore, Taiwan, Malaysia and Indonesia.   

- China has become the second largest economic power in the world and it has invested £10.8 
billion in the UK since the start of 2016. Business leaders are looking for people who 
can speak Mandarin and operate successfully in a Chinese cultural context.  

- Research firm Grant Thornton reported that Mandarin is one of the most important languages 
for the UK’s future prosperity over the next twenty years, especially after the Brexit in 2019.  

- Mandarin is a completely different language, with its rich culture behind it. The grammar is 
also relatively easy to learn. 
 

Aims: 

- Develop understanding of the spoken and written forms of the language in a range of 
contexts; 

- Develop the ability to communicate effectively in the language, through both the spoken and 
written word, using a range of vocabulary and grammar structures. 

- Develop knowledge and understanding of countries and communities where the language is 
spoken. 

 

Mandarin pupils will have the opportunity to travel to China in our biennial China Trip where you will 
visit our link schools in Chongqing and Beijing and one other city, previous trips have included visiting 
cities such as Xi’an, Jiangsu and Hong Kong.  
This would enable you to become alive to the importance of lifelong learning in languages; further 
enabling you to pursue your interest in China and Chinese into your lives beyond school. More 
importantly, you will develop cultural awareness and a deeper understanding of the societies in 
which Mandarin is spoken in.  

Alongside the timetabled lessons, you will be expected to spend around two hours each week 
revising at home. Work outside class may involve tasks such as online language learning activities 
on Quizlet and Go-Chinese websites, completing revision exercises and worksheets, practicing 
pronunciation and learning vocabulary/grammar.  

 

  

http://www.grantthornton.cn/en/Services/Outbound%20investment/Investing%20in%20UK/Tou%20Ying%20Tracker/index.html
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Assessment: All 4 skills are exam based.  

Reading:        25% of final grade, assessed externally 

Listening:       25% of final grade, assessed externally 

Writing:          25% of final grade, assessed externally 

Speaking:      25% of final grade, assessed externally  

 

Careers Information: Mid to high managerial roles in international companies; interpreter; VIP 

customer personal buyer/stylist in top designer brands; customer relations; PR; teacher; recruitment 
consultants; business developer; travel agent sales manager; customer support specialist, 
engineering project manager.   
 

Who to Contact: Ms Luo 
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Media Studies  
 

GROUPING: Box B 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

 

The new Media Studies GCSE focuses on the in-depth study of a range of media forms 
including TV, music (both videos and magazines, newspapers and video games. 
 

The qualification requires candidates to respond to texts in a perceptive and analytical 
fashion and respond to questions using media theory. 
 

Candidates will also be required to showcase their skills in writing to a particular brief. 
 
 

Assessment: 

 
70% exam (35% Component 01: Television and Promoting Media/ 35% Component 
02: Music and News) 
 
30% Coursework (Component 03/04 Creating Media – students apply their 
knowledge of media language to create media products of their own, using theory to 
communicate meaning to an intended audience) 
 

This GCSE is untiered 

 
Careers Information: Media Studies offers a gateway into the fields of Journalism, 

Advertising, Marketing and Production. 
 

 

 
Who to contact: Miss Chatterjee 
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Multiple Certificated Studies 

(MCS) 

Grouping: Box B 

 

This option is specifically for pupils who may not want to take 8 academic subjects.   

This course is focused on personal development and confidence building, offering imaginative 
ways for pupils to develop and be certificated for a vast range of skills and achievements. 

It is also aimed at pupils who enjoy on-going assessment and short term goals which can be 
completed along the way rather than a final exam at the end of three years. 

During the three years pupils will have the opportunity to complete a large number of Certificated 
courses, to attain their Duke of Edinburgh Awards and Youth Achievement Awards. 

Duke of Edinburgh Awards (DofE) Youth Achievement Awards 

The DofE is all about going the extra mile; broadening your horizons and gaining new skills and 
friendships along the way. A fun and rewarding journey where you will grow in confidence and 
become more independent, pushing yourself physically, helping others and exploring new 
territories. At the same time, you will gain experiences and memories that will last a lifetime.  

Achieving a DofE Award opens doors to education and employment opportunities for any young 
person. Volunteer for work experience, get fit, learn, and go on expeditions… It is one amazing 
adventure after another that you will never forget.  

Youth Achievement Awards (YAA) 

Youth Achievement Awards offer significant opportunities for young people to develop the four 
Curriculums for Excellence capacities: successful learners, confident individuals, effective 
contributors and responsible citizens.  We recognize young people's contributions in a variety of 
settings including youth work, volunteering, active citizenship, and formal education. 

These awards take an activity-based approach to peer education. They encourage young people 
to take progressively more responsibility in selecting, planning and leading activities that are based 
on their interests. 

Pupils build a portfolio of evidence as they complete various challenges; demonstrating increasing 
competence and personal responsibility as they move up through the Awards.                            

Who to contact: Mr Hakki 

 

 

 

 

 



41 
 

Music  
GROUPING: Box B 

Qualification: GCSE 
 

 
What is GCSE Music all about? 
 

GCSE Music is about getting actively involved in making music. You will have the opportunity to 
perform music on your own and as part of a group, compose your own music and learn about a 
wide range of music from different times and cultures. Pupils will also have the opportunity to 
explore the use of music technology as a way of composing music. Pupils will also learn to 
evaluate their own music and the music of others and discover and explore more about the kinds 
of music you are interested in.  Music GCSE is the ideal course for you if you are interested in 
studying music at a higher level, a career in music or a career in media. 
 

The course covers 3 main parts: 

 
Performing music: 
 
You will perform two pieces of music on an instrument of your choice. Singing is also accepted as 
the voice counts as an instrument. One performance will be a solo performance and the other will 
be a group performance.  
 

You will also receive 10 Academy funded 30 minute lessons every term on your choice of 
instrument or voice. 
 

Composing music: 
 
This is where you will create and record two of your own pieces of music. You will be able to write 
in any style that you enjoy for one composition and will be given a specific brief in year 11 to follow 
for the other.  
 

Listening to and Appraising music:  
 
This is where you will learn about different kinds of music and will learn to recognise a variety of 
musical features. You will study 8 set pieces of music in detail and sit an exam where you answer 
questions on these pieces as well as some unfamiliar pieces. 
 
Will I enjoy this course? 
 
You will enjoy this course if you love music and want to find out more about it!  You will also enjoy 
this course if you like to be creative and enjoy practical subjects where you have the opportunity to 
perform for others. Music involves group work as well as independent practice on your instrument 
and composition work so you should choose this course if you enjoy working with others and are 
able to motivate yourself to work independently.  
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Assessment: 

 
Performing music:     Internally marked in school    30%  
Composing music:    Internally marked in school     30% 
Appraising music:     Externally marked exam lasting 1h 45m   40% 

Careers Information: Professional musician, Teacher, Sound technician, Producer, Music therapist, 

Media roles and many more. 
 

Who to contact:  Miss Collins 
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Music Technology  

GROUPING: Box B 

Qualification: Level 2 Award 

 

Overview:  

 
This Level 2 Award Certificate is equivalent to one GCSE. It is a technical award for pupils who have an 
interest in Music and the Music Industry. They will engage with music as an industry and will develop 
relevant practical and technical skills. 
 
They will be given the opportunity to explore music product development and events management as 
well as to apply their knowledge in new and practical industry-related contexts. There are also units 
that allow pupils to focus on performance and composition skills as in the traditional GCSE course. 
 
Breakdown of the qualification 

 
All pupils will complete two mandatory units providing fundamental knowledge, skills and 
understanding required for the music sector. 
 
These are: 

Unit 1 – ‘The Music Industry’ This is an overview of the music industry 
organisations and the roles and responsibilities 
of those that work within them. 

Unit 2 – ‘Managing a Music Product’ Pupils will plan, develop and deliver a music 
product by undertaking basic business planning 
activities, research and marketing as well as 
promoting and running an event or launch of a 
product. 

 
They will then choose two additional optional units from the following selection: 
 

Unit 3 Introducing Live Sound 

Unit 4 Introducing Music Composition 

Unit 5 Introducing Music Performance 

Unit 6 Introducing Music Recording 

Unit 7 Introducing Music Sequencing 

 
These additional units enable pupils to develop an appreciation of two of the music industry’s sub-
sectors, creating or performing music and the management of musical events. 

Assessment:  

Unit 1 is externally assessed.  

Unit 2 and the two optional units are internally assessed and then externally verified. 

Who to contact: Miss Collins, Head of Performing Arts 

 



44 
 

 

 

Physical Education  
GROUPING: Box B 

Qualification: GCSE  

What is GCSE Physical Education all about? This GCSE in Physical Education should equip pupils with the 
knowledge, understanding, skills and values to develop and maintain their performance in physical 
activities. Pupils will also gain understanding of how physical activities benefit health, fitness and well-
being.  
 

Qualification aims and objectives:  

 

Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical activity and 
sport and use this knowledge to improve performance.  

- Understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance in physical 
activity and sport. 

- Perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques and 
selecting and using the appropriate tactics and/or strategies. 

- Develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical activity and 
sport. 

- Understand the contribution which physical activity and sport make to health, fitness and well-
being  

- Understand key socio-cultural influences which can affect involvement in physical activity and 
sport.  

 

The course covers 4 main components: 

 
Theory - Component 1: Fitness & Body Systems (36%) 

 Applied anatomy & physiology – learn about the body and its role in sports performance.  

 Movement analysis – discover how the body moves and creates movement patterns.  

 Physical Training – plan and develop personal fitness and understand how the body adapts to 
exercise. 

This component is externally assessed via a written examination. 
 

Theory - Component 2: Health & Performance (24%) 

 Health, Fitness & Well-being – understand the benefits of physical activity. 

 Sports psychology – examine how the mind plays an important part in sports performance.  

 Social-cultural influences – explore the promotion and barriers to sports participation. 
  

This component is externally assessed via a written examination 

 

Practical - Component 3: Practical Performance (30%) 

Practical performance is assessed in three different activities in the role of a performer. One of these 
assessments must be in a team sport/activity; another assessment must be in an individual sport/ 
activity, with the third assessment being from either a team or individual sport/activity. This component 
is internally assessed and externally moderated.  
 

Theory & Practical - Component 4: Personal Exercise Programme (10%) 
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The purpose of this component is to assess the pupils’ skills in analysing and evaluating performance 
through a personal exercise programme in order to improve performance in a chosen physical activity.  
This component is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
 

Pupils will develop the skills required to achieve the objectives of the course through three class room 
lessons and two practical lessons over the two week timetable. 
 

Who is this course for? Pupils who have a genuine interest in sport, sports theory and sports science. 
They must be motivated both academically and practically whether in PE lessons or with external 
clubs/teams.  

Further Education Progression: 

 
A Level’s in PE, Biology, Psychology, Sociology. Level 3 qualifications in Sports and Exercise Science, 
Sports Coaching, Leisure and Tourism, Health and Social Care. Apprenticeships in the Sports Sector, 
Leisure Industry, Health Sector 
 
Careers Information: This could be in Teaching, Physiotherapy, Medicine, Coaching, Sports and Exercise 
Science, Sports Psychology, Sports Journalism, Sports Medicine, Sports Analysis, Business & Sport and 
Marketing to name but a few. 
 

Who to contact:   Mr Oldridge 
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Performing Arts 
GROUPING:  Box B 

Qualification: Level 2 Award 

 

Overview:  

V Certs are technical alternative qualifications to GCSEs at Key Stage 4. This Level 2 Award 

Certificate is equivalent in size to one GCSE. It is a technical award for students who have an interest 
in Drama and the Theatre industry. Students will engage with drama and theatre and will develop 
their performance skills and knowledge of theatrical productions, which are necessary when working 
within the industry. Students will also develop their design and technology skills and develop an 
understanding of how production design and technology contribute to an overall performance.  
 
Students will be given the opportunity to explore performance, design, production and production 
management as well as apply their knowledge in new and practical industry-related contexts.  
 

Breakdown of the qualification 
 
All students will complete two mandatory units providing fundamental knowledge, skills and 
understanding required for the drama and theatre sector. 
 
These are: 

Unit 1 – Developing Skills for Performance This unit focuses on students assessing and 
developing their performance skills in order to 
develop their skills as an actor/ actress. 

Unit 2 – Prepare and Perform Students will plan, develop and deliver a 
theatrical production and will consider the 
impact the production has on an audience.  

 
They will then choose one additional optional unit from the following selection: 

 

Unit 3 Performance production in practice 

Unit 4 Performance design and technology in context 

 
These additional units enable students to develop an appreciation of the drama and theatre 
industry’s sub-sectors. 

Assessment:  

 

Unit 1 is internally assessed.  

Unit 2 is externally assessed. 

Unit 3 and 4 are both internally assessed and then externally verified. 

Careers Information: This qualification will support many future careers within the Performing Arts 

industry, for example: theatre directors, actors, set designers, lighting and sound technicians, 
playwrights, theatre producers, outreach theatre practitioners or working for a theatre company. It 
would also support careers within film, television and radio. 

Who to contact: Miss Farnfield 
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Sociology 
GROUPING: Box B 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

Sociology is the study of how societies organise social life, and how that impacts upon individuals in 

a variety of ways. This means that as sociologists, we study how people interact with one another and 

how the social world influences an individual’s behaviour.  

Sociology asks a range of vital questions, such as: 

- What influences our behaviour more, the family or the media?  
- Is society fair? 
- Why do people commit crime? 
- Why do girls do better than boys in their GCSE’s? 
- Why do we have many different types of family? 
- What is the best way to research different social groups? 

The core topics will be: 

- Research Methods  
- Identity, Culture, Socialisation  
- Family  
- Education 
- Crime  
- Social Inequality 

 

What sort of pupil will enjoy Sociology? 

All these units will address the issue of change and the impact that these factors have on our society. 

Pupils will be expected to carry out research throughout the course and get involved in active 

discussion and debate. You will have the opportunity to organise and communicate your knowledge 

in creative ways and use evidence to support your conclusions. This subject works particularly well 

with other humanities options, such as history. 

Assessment: 

Paper 1: Understanding Social Process. One hour 45 minute written paper. 

Socialisation, family and education. 50% of the marks  

Paper 2: Understanding Social Structures. One hour, 45 minute written paper. 

Social inequality, crime and deviance and research methods. 50% of the marks.  

There is no coursework for this subject   
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Careers Information: Social work, teaching (all ages), child care, nursing, counseling, marketing, 

media, police force, media, social research, probation officer and human resources. 

Who to contact:  Miss Vesey 
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Spanish 
 

GROUPING: Box A or Box B 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

This is a great opportunity to continue learning a second language for students who are currently 
studying Spanish or to begin Spanish as a new language of study. Choosing Spanish at GCSE will 
give pupils the chance to learn a GCSE language which is highly sought after by sixth form 
colleges and universities. The Spanish GCSE covers three specific themes which will apply to all the 
exams at the end of Year 11. Pupils are expected to understand and provide information and 
opinions about these themes relating to their own experiences and those of other people, 
including people in countries and communities where Spanish is spoken. 
 
Identity and Culture: 

 

This theme includes and explores the topic areas of: identity, family and friends; technology in 
everyday life; leisure activities and customs as well as traditions in Spanish speaking communities. 
 

Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest: 

 

This theme includes the topic areas of: home, town, neighbourhood and region;  
social issues; global issues and travel and tourism. 
 
Current and Future Study and Employment: 

 

This theme includes the topic areas of: my studies; life and school or college; education at post-16; 
jobs career choices and ambitions. 
 
Our curriculum is creative and engaging and pupils will discover and explore the different cultural 
aspects of Spain and Spanish-speaking countries; as well as developing their ability in the skills of 
listening, reading, writing and speaking, through the study of cinema, geography and some 
literary extracts in support of the themes specified above. 

Assessment: 

 

Reading:      25% of final grade, assessed externally 
Listening:     25% of final grade, assessed externally 
Writing:        25% of final grade, assessed externally 
Speaking:    25% of final grade, conducted internally and assessed externally  

Careers Information: Being able to communicate in Spanish puts you at a great advantage as 

Spanish is the second most widely spoken language in the world. It is important in Europe and 
South America and increasingly so in the USA. Therefore, Spanish is a tool which can be applied in 
many professions to add value to your role. It is highly valued by many universities and employers. 
Spanish can be useful in business, IT, sales, law, teaching and interpreting to name but a few 
professions. 

Who to contact:  Ms Ferrandis 
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Sports Science 
GROUPING: Box B 

Qualification: Level 2 Award 

 
What is the Pearson BTEC Level 2 Award Tech Award in Sport? This qualification is for learners who wish 
to acquire technical skills through vocational contexts. The qualification recognises the value of learning 
skills, knowledge and vocational attributes to complement GCSEs.  
 

Qualification aims and objectives:  

 

The award allows learners the opportunity to develop sport sector-specific knowledge and skills in a 
practical learning environment. 

 Process that underpin effective ways of working in sport. 

 Development of skills required to lead sports activities. 

 Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in sport. 

 Attitudes that a considered most important in sports leadership. 
 
The course covers 3 main components: 

 

Component 1: An Introduction to Sport and the Sports Industry (30%) 

 
A. Investigate the benefits of participation in different types of sport. 
B. Investigate how the body systems respond to participation in sport. 
C. Explore the provisions of sport and careers in the sports sector. 

This is an internally assessed component consisting of oral presentations, video moderation, practical 
assessments and written assignments. 
 

Component 2: Improving own and others Sporting Performance (30%) 

 
A. Develop techniques and methods to improve own performance in a selected sport. 
B. Explore methods to improve other participants’ sporting technique. 
C. Apply rules and regulations to selected sports. 

This is an internally assessed component consisting of oral presentations, video moderation, practical 
assessments and written assignments. 
 

Component 3: Planning and Leading a Sports Activity Session (40%) 

 
A. Understand the roles and responsibilities of a sports leader and leadership styles. 
B. Planning a sports activity session. 
C. Leading a sports activity session. 
D. Review the sports activity session plan and the feedback from the participants. 

 

This is an externally assessed component where learners will be given two practical tasks to plan and 
perform live. Pupils will develop the skills required to achieve the objectives of the course combining five 
practical and classroom based lessons over the two week period. 
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Who is this course for? Pupils who have a genuine interest in sport, the sports industry and sports 
leadership. They must be motivated both academically and practically whether in PE lessons or with 
external clubs/teams. 
 

Further Education progressions:  

 
A Level’s in PE, Sociology, Psychology. Level 3 qualifications in Sports and Exercise Science, Sports 
Coaching, Leisure and Tourism, Health and Social Care. Apprenticeships in the Sports Sector, Leisure 
Industry, Health Sector 
 

Careers Information: This could be in the leisure industry, coaching, sports psychology, sports 

journalism, business & sport, sports analysis, marketing and sports science to name a few.  
 

Who to contact:  Mr Oldridge 
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Philosophy of Religion 
GROUPING: Box B 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

 

Philosophy of Religion is an option subject at KS4 and is the only one that offers a taste of 

philosophical thought and the chance to ask interesting and relevant questions. Philosophical and 

Religious beliefs and the questions they cover are more relevant today than ever and a thorough 

understanding can help pupils gain valuable insights and skills into how to think critically and see 

many points of view. 

The course is split up into three components which are studied simultaneously and include a 

thorough and reflective look through 4 key philosophical areas and various religious and non-

religious responses to them.  

We teach the Christian and Muslim beliefs and practices from Component 2 and 3 by studying 

the key philosophical themes in Component 1. For example in the issues of life and death theme 

we look at the Christian and Muslim beliefs about the origin of humanity and compare it to other 

world views including scientific theories such as Evolution. 

Component 1 – Philosophical Themes - 50% of overall mark 

This component is worth 50% of the course as it involves learning about 4 key Philosophical 

themes:  

- Issues of Relationships 
- Issues of Life and Death 
- Issues of Good and Evil 
- Issues of Human Rights 

 

Pupils will learn an understanding of the influence of morals, ethics and religious beliefs on 

individuals, communities and societies and the range of responses to the sources of authority 

within Christianity, Islam and secular ideas. 

Component 2: Christianity 25% of overall mark 

The first part of the this component involves pupils learning in depth about Christian beliefs and 

teachings from the Old and New Testament as well as recent theological developments in 

Christian thought, from creation to afterlife and the nature of God and Jesus Christ. We will 

investigate the philosophical nature of Christianity and how the beliefs logically fit together. 

The second part explores the range of ways that the teachings are put into practice by Christians 

of different denominations today, from different forms of worship to the varied sacraments and 

festivals. 

Component 3: Islam 25% of overall mark 



53 
 

Again much like the first component pupils will begin with a thorough understanding of the beliefs 

and teachings in Islam: The Nature of Allah, Idea of Prophet-hood, Angels and sources of 

authority.  

They will then study the practices of Islam from the five Pillars of Islam to the difference between 

Sunni and Shi’a festivals and their understanding of Jihad. 

 

Assessment: 

Component 1: 2 hour exam at the end of year 11 

Components 2 & 3: 1 hour examination each done separately at the end of year 11 

 

Career Information: As a very skill based subject Philosophy of Religion is very versatile and 

highly prized by many employers and further education institutions. Training pupils to analyse, 

reason, be empathetic and evaluate different beliefs and claims on their own can help in careers 

like law, academia, business, civil service, teaching, writing, publishing, journalism and social 

services. 

 

Who to contact: Mr Ison 
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Triple Science Biology  
GROUPING: Box B (part of Triple Science alongside 

physics and chemistry instead of Combined Science. 

Triple Science as a whole counts as one option). 

Qualification: GCSE 

Requirements: Students must 

achieve at least a B grade in science 

for Key Stage 3. 

Biology is the science of living organisms (including animals, plants, fungi and micro-organisms) 

and their interactions with each other and the environment. The study of biology involves 

collecting and interpreting information from the natural world to identify patterns and relate 

possible cause and effect. Biological information is used to help humans improve their own lives 

and strive to create a sustainable world for future generations. 

Pupils will learn to understand how, through the ideas of biology, the complex and diverse 

phenomena of the natural world can be described in terms of a small number of key ideas which 

are of universal application. 

Pupils will build upon the knowledge gained at KS3 and further extend key ideas to help in the 

understanding of living organisms and how they interact together. 

This course also includes opportunities for practical work that allow pupils to test key concepts 

and ideas in Biology as well as developing skills in communication, team work and data analysis  

Some of the key topics that will be covered include: 

- Cell Biology 
- Transport systems 
- Health, disease and the development of medicines 
- Coordination and control 
- Photosynthesis and respiration 
- Ecosystems 
- Inheritance, variation and evolution 
- The genome and gene expression 

Assessment: 

Pupils will sit two exams at the end of year 11, each worth 50% of the GCSE. 

Careers Information:  A good grade in GCSE biology will provide pupils with an excellent 

foundation in the subject knowledge needed for A Level biology, which in turn is necessary to 

study biology, medicine, biochemistry, dentistry, veterinary science and many other subjects at 

degree level. 

Who to contact: Mr Goward or Mr McCurdy 
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Triple Science Chemistry 
GROUPING: Box B (part of Triple Science alongside 

biology and physics instead of Combined Science. 

Triple Science as a whole counts as one option). 

Qualification: GCSE 

Requirements: Students must achieve 

at least a B grade in science for Key 

Stage 3. 

Chemistry is the science of the composition, structure, properties and reactions of matter, 

understood in terms of atoms, atomic particles and the way they are arranged and link together. 

Pupils will be looking at the synthesis, formulation, analysis and characteristic properties of 

substances and materials of all kinds.  

Pupils will learn to appreciate the achievements of chemistry in showing how the complex and 

diverse phenomena of both the natural and man-made worlds can be described in terms of a 

small number of key ideas. 

Pupils will build upon the knowledge gained at KS3 and further extend key ideas to help in the 

understanding of matter and the importance of such discoveries that have shaped the world we 

live in today. 

This course also includes opportunities for practical work that allow pupils to test key concepts 

and ideas in chemistry as well as developing skills in time management, individual work, team 

work and leadership skills which are transferable in all walks of life. 

Some of the key topics that will be covered include: 

- Atomic structure 
- The periodic table 
- Structure, bonding and the properties of matter 
- Quantitative chemistry 
- Energy changes in chemistry 
- Rates of chemical reactions 
- Organic chemistry 
- Chemical analysis 
- Earth and atmospheric science 

Assessment: Pupils will sit two exams at the end of year 11, each worth 50% of the GCSE.  

Careers Information: A good grade in GCSE chemistry will provide pupils with an excellent 

foundation in the subject knowledge needed for A-Level chemistry, which in turn is necessary to 

study chemistry, medicine and many other subjects at degree level. 

Who to contact: Mr Goward or Mr Sayed 
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Triple Science Physics  
 

GROUPING: Box B (part of Triple Science 

alongside biology and chemistry instead of 

Combined Science. Triple Science as a whole 

counts as one option). 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

Requirements: Students must achieve at least 

a B grade in science for Key Stage 3. 

 

Physics is the science of the fundamental concepts of field, force, radiation and particle structures, 
which are inter-linked to form unified models of the behaviour of the material universe. From such 
models, a wide range of ideas; from the broadest issue of the development of the universe over 
time, to the numerous and detailed ways in which new technologies may be invented, have 
emerged. These have enriched both our basic understanding of, and our many adaptations to, our 
material environment. 
 
This course also includes opportunities for practical work that allow pupils to test key concepts and 
ideas in physics as well as developing skills in time management, individual work, team work and 
leadership skills which are transferable in all walks of life. 
 
Pupils will build upon the knowledge gained at KS3  and be helped to appreciate how, through the 
ideas of physics, the complex and diverse phenomena of the natural world can be described in 
terms of a small number of key ideas which are of universal application and which can be 
illustrated in the separate topics set out below. 
 
Some of the key ideas that will be covered include: 
 

- The use of models, for example, particle model of matter or the wave models of light and of 
sound. 

- The concept of cause and effect in explaining such links as those between force and 
acceleration, or between changes in atomic nuclei and radioactive emissions. 

- The phenomena of ‘action at a distance’ and the related concept of the field as the key to 
analysing electrical, magnetic and gravitational effects. 

- The differences, for example, between pressures or temperatures or electrical potentials, are 
the drivers of change. 

- That proportionality, for example, between weight and mass of an object or between force 
and extension in a spring, is an important aspect of many models in science. 

- That physical laws and models are expressed in mathematical form. 
- The important physical concepts that shape our solar system, our galaxy, and the universe 

beyond. 

Assessment: 

Pupils will sit two exams at the end of year 11, each worth 50% of the GCSE.  

Careers Information: A good grade in GCSE physics will provide pupils with an excellent foundation 

in the subject knowledge needed for A Level physics, which in turn is necessary to study physics, 

engineering and many other subjects at degree level. 

Who to contact: Mr Goward or Dr Qadiri 
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Options Form – to be retained by pupil 

 
 

Name:                                                            Academy Guardian: 
All pupils study the following subjects: 

English Language, English Literature, Maths, Combined Science, Core PE & PAL  

 
Your first choice will need to be from Box A below.  

 

Box A – please TICK your 1 choice 

 

French GCSE                                 German  GCSE                                Geography  GCSE 
                                                     
History  GCSE                                Spanish GCSE 
 

 

Box B – please NUMBER in order of preference 1 – 3 (1 being your first choice), choices 4 & 5 

are your reserves. 

                                                                                            
Art & Design GCSE                    Drama GCSE                             Design & Technology  GCSE 
 
Geography GCSE                      History GCSE                              Hospitality &  
                                                                                                       Catering Level 2 
                                                       
Mandarin GCSE                       Media Studies GCSE                    Music GCSE   
 
Multi Certificated                      Music Technology                       PE GCSE 
Studies                                      Level 2 Award 
                                                                 
Performing Arts                        Sociology  GCSE                           Spanish GCSE                                
                                                        
Sports Science                         Philosophy of                                Triple Science GCSE                          
Level 2 Award                         Religion GCSE 
 
 

 

 

 

   
 Parent/Carer Signature ______________________       Pupil Signature________________________ 

 
 SLT Signature ______________________________         
 

 

  


