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17 September 2018 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I warmly welcome you and your child into Year 1, and I hope this will be a challenging, 
yet fun and rewarding learning experience for all.  As we start the school year, I would 
like to keep you up-to-date on a number of useful points we will focus on from this 
term onwards. This first half term is a transition from Reception to Year 1, so the 
children gradually familiarise themselves with the Year 1 routines.  
 
Unit of Inquiry 
The Central Idea this first half term is ‘Making balanced choices about daily routines 
helps us to have healthy lifestyles.’ Throughout the unit we will be finding out about 
what we need to do to ensure we are healthy, well-balanced diet and doing enough 
exercise. We will also be investigating other cultures and lifestyles and making links 
from our findings.  
 
Numeracy 
In Numeracy the children will be learning to record their work, beginning with 
practising writing numbers correctly. During this term we will be concentrating on 
counting forwards and backwards in ones and twos from different starting points as 
well as looking at adding and subtracting single digit numbers. Also, we will revise 2D  
shapes and use language such as “long/short”, “taller than/shorter than” to describe 
the length of different objects.  
 
Literacy 
In Literacy we are focusing on building the skills needed for confident reading through 
daily phonics sessions and by listening to the children reading aloud as often as 
possible. Our daily phonics will also build the skills needed for writing accurately.  
It is very important that the children learn the correct formation of letters and this will 
be helped tremendously if you could watch your child when they write at home and 
encourage them to form all letters correctly – this is also the case when holding a 
pencil. It is very difficult to ‘unlearn’ incorrect formation once it has been used 
consistently.  
 
Spellings will be given out and tested on Fridays. Please do not write in the spelling 
books but do practise the spellings both orally and on paper. Please do make sure 
your child’s spelling book is in school every Friday.  
 
During this year reading all kinds of books is essential. It is very important that 
children read aloud to develop the ability to decode unknown words, fluency and 
expression. Books will be changed on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays; 
however due to the importance of reading, we will do as much as possible to change 
them every day. We encourage the children to read daily, therefore the school has 
purchased new reading record books that will enable us to motivate the children to do 
so. Please write a short comment about your child’s reading every day, this can be as 
simple as a word that your child might have found tricky. To know that the book has 
been read and need to be changed, write READ in capital letters at the end of your 
comment. Please speak to Harley or myself if you have any concerns about your 
child’s reading. 



 
We will continue with show and tell during this first half term. Please don’t let your 
child bring into the school objects that are expensive or fragile.   
 
P.E. kits should be brought in at the beginning of the term and will stay in the 
classroom until the last day of term. Please make sure your child’s P.E kit, as well as 
the items inside the bag, are clearly labelled. For this first term, there will be 
Gymnastics on Mondays and P.E. on Wednesdays. Children need trainers for these 
sessions.  
 
At the end of the day please would you wait by the fence near the picnic tables in 
front of the hall. It is difficult for us to see who has been collected if children are taken 
before we get to this fenced off area, especially as we are getting to know each other. 
Children will be dismissed one at a time to ensure all children safely leave the school 
grounds. 
 
At the beginning of the year, the children reflected on the importance of respecting the 
classroom. Together, we agreed a number of rules which will help us, in our day-to-
day, to form a tightknit group and foster a good learning environment. We have had a 
very good start so far this term. In order for this to continue, I would kindly ask parents 
and carers to help us reinforce one of our class rules, that is “we are all friends and 
look after each other”. It is important for children to learn how to relate to each other 
and resolve disagreements in a supportive and positive environment. Please contact 
me if you have any concerns on this issue. 
 
Dates for your diary 

 Wednesday 19 September – Jeans for Genes day 

 Thursday 20 September – Welcome BBQ 3.45pm 

 Friday 21 September – Individual photos  

 Thursday 27 September – Phonic Workshop Rec – Y2 

 Friday 28 Macmillan Coffee morning 

 Wednesday 3 October PTSA AGM 7.30pm 

 Thursday 4 October KS1 Maths Workshop 

 Friday 12 October Harvest Festival –MPH - 9.00am Liverpool Road Entrance 

 Tuesday 16 October – Flu Vaccine Rec – Y5 

 Thursday 18 – 19 October Inset day 

 Monday 22 – 26 October – Half Term 

 Tuesday 30 – 31 Parents Evening 

 Friday 9 November Y1 Class Assembly 

 Wednesday 21 November Y1 Parent Lunch 

 Thursday 6 December PTSA Christmas Fair 

 Thursday 18 December - Christmas Show, Room on the Broom 

If you do have any concerns or questions about any of the above or anything else to 
do with the school day, please do speak to us.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Blanca Melgarejo      
Y1 Class Teacher   


