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17 September 2018 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Welcome to Year 2!  We have much to look forward to this autumn term, I hope this letter 
gives you lots of information so you can support your child’s learning.  
 
Numeracy 
In Numeracy the children will be working on all areas of mathematics: number, shape and 
measures and data, with a particular focus on our Key Instant Recall Facts. You can support 
your child and the work we are doing in class by continuing to practise number bonds to 20 
and the 2, 5 and 10 times tables. Children should be able to chant the times table (1 x 2 = 
2, 2 x 2 = 4, all the way to 12 x 2 = 24), recall facts out of order (Ask: What is three lots of 
5? Child responds promptly: 15) and recite relevant division facts (ten divided by two equals 
five). It is important to build children’s understanding of multiplication and the times tables, 
and we will be using things such as arrays to do this. Also encourage your child to apply 
their knowledge to every day contexts such as shopping, cooking and solving problems. 
 
Literacy 
In Literacy children will develop their story writing (narrative) skills and write postcards and 
letters. Speaking and listening skills are key in providing a foundation for other literacy skills 
and children will be given opportunities to talk in all lessons to increase their vocabulary and 
practise structuring sentences.  
 
Year 2 will revise and build on letter sounds learned in Year 1 through our phonics lessons. 
We will continue to follow the Sounds Write programme during these sessions. The spellings 
your child will receive for homework each week will link to the sound we have been learning, 
or they will be a group of Common Exception Words which the children need to be able to 
spell. Homework will be set on a Friday and will need to be handed in on a Wednesday, 
which is also the day the children will have their Spelling Quiz. 
 
We have now sent home the home readers and we are encouraging children to discuss the 
books they are reading with a parent or carer in order to improve their comprehension skills 
and deepen their understanding of vocabulary. Please make a note of what you have read 
with your child in their reading diary, as well as any comments you would like to pass on to 
me or Emma. In Year 2, it is your child’s responsibility to make sure their book is changed 
regularly. This can be done Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  
 
Unit of Inquiry 
The central idea for our first Unit of Inquiry is: Peaceful relationships can be created through 
mutual understanding and respect. 
 
Our lines of inquiry will be: 

 What a peaceful relationship is 

 How the decisions we make can affect our relationships 

 How different peoples’ perspectives can affect peaceful relationships 

We will be looking at what peace is, how our feelings and actions can affect relationships, 
including families, friends and communities, and how we can work to maintain peace. 



Following this, we will research and learn about well-known peacemakers, such as Martin 
Luther King. 
 
Our Essential Agreement 
One of the first things we have done as a new class is to work collaboratively to develop our 
Essential Agreement which we believe will create a positive learning environment and happy 
classroom for the year! An Essential Agreement is a collection of positively framed 
statements devised by those who will be directly affected by them. To do this we talked 
about how we learn best; how we should act in the classroom and around school; how we 
should interact with each other and the adults who work with us.  From this discussion we 
were able to develop agreements about how we will support each other to be the best we 
can.  I think you’ll agree that our ‘Essential Agreements’ are positive and reflect a culture 
that enables all children to develop self-management skills.   
 
P.E. 
The Academy has a continuing commitment to ensure that children receive at least 2 hours 
of physical activity per week; Year 2 children will participate in weekly P.E. sessions each 
Wednesday afternoon. It is essential that your child has the appropriate clothing for these 
sessions. They should bring their PE kits in on Monday and they will be worn home after PE 
on Wednesday. Please ensure that children have comfortable shoes and that all items of 
clothing is labelled. 
 
Dates for your diary 
 

 Wednesday 12 September – Y2 Meet the teacher 9.00am  

 Wednesday 19 September – Jeans for Genes day 

 Thursday 20 September – Welcome BBQ 3.45pm 

 Friday 21 September – Individual photos  

 Thursday 27 September – Phonic Workshop Rec – Y2 

 Friday 28 Macmillan Coffee morning 

 Wednesday 3 October PTSA AGM 7.30pm 

 Thursday 4 October KS1 Maths workshop 

 Friday 12 October Harvest Festival –MPH - 9.00am Liverpool Road Entrance 

 Tuesday 16 October – Flu Vaccine Rec – Y5 

 Thursday 18 – 19 October Inset day 

 Monday 22 – 26 October – Half Term 

 Tuesday 30 – 30 Parents Evening 

 Friday 2 November – Y2 Class Assembly 

 Thursday 6 December – PTSA Christmas Fair 

 Thursday 18 December - Christmas Show, Room on the Broom 

It has been a pleasure to meet many of you in the playground. If I haven’t had 

the chance yet then please do introduce yourself. If you have any questions, 

please do not hesitate to speak to a member of the Year 2 team. 

Miss Verity Eastlake 
Year 2 Class Teacher                


